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FROM THE AUTHOR 

Requests from interested laymen and min¬ 
isters made across the years have led to this 
compilation of questions, and their replies, on 
the Bible and Christian living for today. 

In a majority of questions earnest concern is 
expressed for the increasing mass of stubborn 
problems that vex leaders and laymen alike. 
And many sincere requests are made for safe 
and authentic answers. Perplexed people 
seem to be inquiring, "Is there any word from 
the Lord?” And, "Is there no balm in Gilead; 
is there no physician there?” Jer. 37:17; 8:22. 
Happily our Lord seems to have anticipated 
these heart longings, and in His Holy Word, 
the Bible, He has provided the safest and sim¬ 
plest replies to all of our inquiries. When we 
test them, Bible answers will prove to be both 
unfailing and authentic, because Infinite 
Wisdom has supplied them. 

Most of these questions and their answers in 
this book have appeared from time to time in 
the column "Replies to Your Questions” in 
Message Magazine. This column, under var¬ 
ious names, has been conducted by the author 
rather continuously since the early 1940’s. 
They are now sent forth with the hope that 
those who have sent questions, and all others 
interested in them, may have the most fre¬ 
quently asked questions and their replies in an 
organized and easily accessible form. 

To accommodate the widest possible dis- 



tribution of these questions and replies to the 
largest number of interested persons, this in¬ 
expensive and popular paperback form of pres¬ 
entation is offered. 

No attempt is made here to include all ques¬ 
tions asked on a given subject, but rather to 
set forth only those most frequently asked, and 
their replies. 

The forms and language of the questions 
have remained essentially the same as origi¬ 
nally sent, except where accepted language 
and grammatical usage suggested editing. 
And replies to the questions are intentionally 
concise and brief in most instances; and in 
conformity with the simplicity of the ques¬ 
tions, they are couched in the nontheological 
language of laymen. 

For the sake of continuity of thought, ques¬ 
tions that have a bearing on the same theme 
are grouped together in a manner to give a 
broader view and scope of the subject under 
question. And subjects also are arranged to 
show their relationships to kindred themes. 

It is the ardent desire of the author that 
readers will have pleasure in discovering Bible 
answers to their questions where possible and 
that they will realize real joy in observing 
how wonderfully and amply the Lord God 
has provided solutions to the problems one 
encounters as he seeks to make Christian 
living relevant in today’s ever-changing 
world. 
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Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE BIBLE 

AS THE WORD OF GOD 

Where did the Bible get its name and what do 
the words Bible and Scripture mean? 

The word Bible has come to us from the Greek 
language, being derived from the words biblos and bi- 
blion. In that language the words simply meant 
"book.” Biblia, the plural of biblion, was the Greek 
word for Bible, the collection of sacred books. The 
Greek-speaking Christians accepted this name for the 
volume that contains their standards of faith and 
duty, the Old and the New Testament. The word has 
come into modern languages from Greek via Latin. 

Scripture, meaning "writing” or "something writ¬ 
ten” but now generally reserved for the Sacred Writ¬ 
ings, appears in the King James Version once in the 
Old Testament (Daniel 10:21) and more than forty 
times in the New Testament. Each time it refers to all 
or parts of either Testament, although the Greek and 
Hebrew words from which it is translated can mean 
other kinds of writing. 

Do any original Bible manuscripts exist? From 
what dates? How do our modem Bibles compare? 

There are no original manuscripts of the Bible in 
existence, hence no positive dates of the first appear¬ 
ance of any of its books are possible today. 

Our present Bibles are but copies of earlier copies 
and translations from the Hebrew, Greek, and Ara- 
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maic text compared with ancient versions and with 
later-found fragments of very early manuscripts in 
various languages and of different dates. 

The earliest books in the Bible are believed to be 
Job and the five books of Moses—Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—written 
probably in the fifteenth century before Christ. 

Our present Bibles are amazingly close in content 
and composition to the oldest manuscripts and frag¬ 
ments found to date. 

The Bible is often referred to as the "Holy 
Bible," the "Holy Scriptures," the "Sacred Writ¬ 
ings," et cetera. What about it is holy or sacred 
more than any other book of literature? 

The "Holy Scripture,” "Holy Bible,” and "Sacred 
Writings,” et cetera, have been so called chiefly: 

First, because of the sacred uses that the Lord 
Christ and His disciples have made of them. See Mat¬ 
thew 21:42; Luke 24:26, 27; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; Acts 
8:27-32. 

Second, because in the Bible itself the writings 
are called the "holy scriptures.” Romans 1:2. 

Third, because the Holy Spirit of God breathed 
through selected and controlled "holy men of God” to 
write them. 2 Peter 1:20, 21. 

Fourth, because the Holy Writings, being Spirit- 
breathed and Spirit-empowered, have inspired and 
enabled innumerable myriads of savages and sinful 
men to divinely led, sacred living. 2 Timothy 3:15; 
Psalm 119:9-11; compare John 1:14 with Matthew 
17:15-18. 

Finally, since the Holy God has "magnified” His 
Word above His exalted and holy name, His word as 
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preserved in our Bibles is sacred and holy above all 
other literature. Psalms 138:2; 89:34; Isaiah 46:9, 10. 

I read my Bible often, but my great problem is 
how to interpret and understand what I read. 
Some people interpret the same passage so dif¬ 
ferently. What is the best way to understand and 
interpret the Scripture? 

The Bible itself offers the best method I have 
found on interpreting and understanding what I read 
in the Sacred Scriptures. 

The reasons that motivate our study of the Bible 
will largely govern our understanding of its teach¬ 
ings. 

1. Reading and research alone will not produce a 
correct understanding of God’s Word. See Job 11:7-9. 

2. Some, "ever learning,” never come to know 
fully the depths of the Scriptures. 2 Timothy 3:7. 

3. If one studies to know and do His will and to be 
approved of God, he will be enlightened. See John 
7:17; Jeremiah 29:13; 2 Timothy 2:15. 

4. Begin the study by asking for divine enlighten¬ 
ment and insight. See Jeremiah 1:5-7; Matthew 7:7, 
8; Luke 24:45. 

5. Study by comparing scripture with scripture 
until a given teaching—concept or precept—has been 
fully unfolded by the various writers upon the 
subject. See Isaiah 28:9, 10, 13. 

6. A true interpretation of a given passage will 
often depend upon a knowledge of its context—that 
which precedes and follows the passage—and a fair 
knowledge of the history of the times when the book 
was written and of those to whom it was written. The 
aim is to understand the passage as those to whom it 
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was written understood it. Even so, in any case, the 
meaning of some passages will remain obscure if not 
completely unknown. See 2 Peter 3:15, 16; Deuter¬ 
onomy 29:29. But whatever teachings are necessary 
for salvation are dealt with in more than one place in 
the Bible, so that if one text is obscure some other 
will make the point clear. 

7. When the above processes of "comparing spirit¬ 
ual things with spiritual” are followed, the Bible be¬ 
comes its very own and best interpreter, and the 
searcher after truth will understand as fully as his 
capacity and God’s revelations will allow. 1 Corinthi¬ 
ans 2:9-13; Matthew 7:6-8. 

How do you rate the modem English versions 
of the Bible? Are they safe for Christians to follow 
when you consider the fact that some of them read 
so differently from our old King James Bible? 
Would you recommend them, especially the Re¬ 
vised Standard Version, instead of the King 
James Version? 

The value of different Bible translations varies ac¬ 
cording to the scholarship of the translators and their 
faithfulness to what the Bible writers said in the lan¬ 
guages in which they wrote. 

Translations by individuals may not therefore be 
assigned the same trustworthiness as those versions 
produced by groups of scholars, for the obvious reason 
that the considered judgment of a group of scholars is 
usually more reliable than that of a lone translator. 
Thus it is that versions of the Bible produced by 
groups are generally to be preferred above private 
translations for study and for doctrine. 

Revised translations are needed, first, because of 
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changes in meaning of English words and phrases 
during the time since the older translations were 
made; and second, because of more accurate ren¬ 
derings of difficult passages made possible as the re¬ 
sult of archeology, a better understanding of Biblical 
languages, and the discovery of ancient manuscripts. 

While the King James Version will probably hold 
an important place for some time to come, many who 
find its language hard to follow can better get the 
spiritual message of the Bible from the modern idiom 
in the newer translations. However, because many of 
these present the translator’s personal opinion as to 
what the original writers meant, rather than what 
they literally said, the serious Bible student in his 
eternal search for whole counsel of God will turn to a 
translation that attempts to reproduce the original 
faithfully. Then, in the case of a passage in which a 
statement of an important doctrine hinges on dif¬ 
ferences in wording, he will want to know exactly 
what the Bible writer actually said in the original 
language. If necessary he will consult a trustworthy 
commentary to learn which version renders the word¬ 
ing most accurately. 

I notice that not all Bibles contain the same 
number of books as the King James Version. Why 
don’t they all contain the same books? 

There are three main types of Bibles currently in 
use. The Hebrew Bible, used by the Jews, contains 39 
books. These are what Christians call the Old Testa¬ 
ment. 

To the 39 books of the Old Testament, Christians 
have added 27 more that they call the New Testa¬ 
ment. The King James Version, perhaps the most 
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used English version of the Bible, contains the 66 
books that Protestants call the Old and the New Tes¬ 
tament. 

In addition to the Old and the New Testament, 
Roman Catholic Bibles include other books or por¬ 
tions of books (about a dozen) in their translations 
from the Latin, which is called the Vulgate. These 
writings, derived from the ancient Greek version of 
the Old Testament called the Septuagint, were never 
accepted as part of the Hebrew Old Testament. Prot¬ 
estants call these books the Apocrypha (meaning 
"hidden”). They do not consider them inspired, and 
thus they do not use them to establish doctrine. Most 
Bibles published by Protestants omit them. 

Since the Bible speaks of some books that are 
not in its contents, does this mean that our present 
Bibles are not complete and that some of God’s 
counsels to His church have been lost? 

It is true that certain books are referred to in the 
Scriptures that are not a part of the Bible and are 
now unknown. Among these may be listed the "book 
of the wars of the Lord” (Numbers 21:14), "the book 
of Jasher” (Joshua 10:13), the "acts of Solomon^’ (1 
Kings 11:41), "the chronicles of the kings of Israel” 
(chap. 14:19), the books of "Nathan,” "Gad,” "Ahijah,” 
"Iddo,” et cetera (1 Chronicles 29:29 and 2 Chronicles 
9:29, and others; see also Colossians 4:16). 

These books may have been chiefly local in nature, 
containing records of state and of history and the life 
records of certain rulers. Some were possibly pro¬ 
phetic utterances directed to certain specific individu¬ 
als and of immediate local importance. Had these 
books applied to the church as a whole in either prin- 
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ciple or practice, doubtless they would have been pre¬ 
served. And further it is quite possible that some of 
these served as source material for the historical rec¬ 
ords of First and Second Samuel, First and Second 
Kings, and First and Second Chronicles of our present 
Bibles. 

All of us may feel assured that everything needful 
for Christian living and salvation has been preserved 
in today’s Bibles. 

How and by whom was the Bible written? 

The Bible was written over a period of about 1,500 
years by more than forty different writers, many of 
whose names are not given. 

In its development "holy men of God . . . were 
moved by the Holy Ghost”—that is, they were in¬ 
spired to write by the Spirit of God. 2 Peter 1:21. 
Hence, "all scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2 
Timothy 3:16. 

One method and channel of operation employed by 
Divinity in giving the Word is described in Revelation 
1:1, 2. Another channel was through the narratives of 
eyewitnesses. Luke mentions receiving accounts of 
those—probably apostles—"which from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses.” Luke 1:1, 2. There were also 
chronicles of kings, poetry, and epistles. Inspiration 
worked in various ways. 
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GOD THE FATHER 


Why does God remain invisible and not let 
men see His person any more as Adam and Eve 
saw Him after their creation? 

Adam and Eve in their sinless glory had open 
communion with the Creator, but sin brought about a 
separation. Isaiah 59:2. On the day transgression de¬ 
stroyed their godlike purity, God’s sinless glory 
passed from the human family, and the pair fled in 
guilty, cowardly fear to hide from the divine pres¬ 
ence. Genesis 3:8-11. Thus open communion with God 
was cut off. Since then all have "come short of the 
glory of God.” Romans 3:23. 

Thereafter no man in sin could look upon the un¬ 
veiled glory of God and live. Exodus 33:20. It is the 
"brightness of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8) that 
will destroy the wicked men of earth who are alive at 
His second appearing. 

In our Bible, Christians are exhorted both to 
love God and to fear Him. I have difficulty under¬ 
standing how God may be loved and feared at the 
same time. Will you please explain the difference? 

The Lord Christ tells us that to love God is to give 
Him the total strength of our affections, devotion, and 
obedience—to love Him with the heart, soul, and 
mind. Matthew 22:37. This love delights to honor 
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Him, finds its highest pleasure in pleasing Him, and 
has for its best witness cheerful obedience to His 
every request. Jesus says, "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments’’ (John 14:15), to which the loving 
Christian responds, "Thy will, O God, not mine, be 
done.” 

The "fear of God” that He inspires is not that cow¬ 
ardly dread or horrifying fright that produces panic, 
frustration, and alarm, such as caused Adam to flee 
and hide from Him. Adam's fear was bom of a sense 
of guilt and sin. Genesis 3:9-11. But godly fear is an 
intense yearning of the sincere heart not to lose Him 
and His loving favor. It is reverential respect and 
adoration, a profound sense of devotion that inspires 
humility and awe as one approaches Him. See Psalms 
42:1, 2; 84:1, 2. Godly fear proves and complements 
our love for Him. 

One often hears that God lives in heaven, and 
those who say so point skyward. Occasionally peo¬ 
ple are heard saying that the Lord lives in the 
soul, or that He dwells in the hearts of men. 
Please tell where God's real dwelling place is, ac¬ 
cording to the Bible. 

As strangely confusing and contradictory as the 
above statements may at first appear to be, they have 
in them elements of very real truth. For in Isaiah 
57:15 God Himself speaks of two dwelling places; 
namely, "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit.” 

This "high and holy place” of Isaiah 57:15 is also 
called "heaven,” the "third heaven,” "paradise,” and 
God’s "holy habitation.” Hence, this is one of God’s 
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dwelling places. Compare Deuteronomy 26:15; 2 Co¬ 
rinthians 12:2-4. 

Again, God claims that the "bodies” and "spirit” of 
men who have been purified and drawn unto Him 
through the new-birth experience, become "the 
temple,” the habitation of His "Holy Spirit,” who 
thereafter dwells in them. Thus God dwells and lives 
with "him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit.” See 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; 6:19, 20. 

The first dwelling of the Godhead, therefore, is 
heaven; and when by his surrendered life and obedi¬ 
ence man permits Him to do so, God dwells in human 
lives and hearts by His Holy Spirit. 
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It is believed by many that Christ was not di¬ 
vine, but merely an unusually good man, a genius 
perhaps, but not a God any more than other great 
men. What is the Bible truth about this matter? 

In His human form the Lord Christ usually re¬ 
ferred to Himself as "Son of man” (Matthew 16:13; 
Luke 19:10). Yet even while in His humanity, as the 
Scriptures teach, Christ was "God . . . manifest in the 
flesh”—revealed (1 Timothy 3:16); that is, He showed 
Himself as a human being. 

The Lord Christ "was God” in the beginning, be¬ 
fore He became a man (John 1:1-3, 14; see also Phi- 
lippians 2:5-11; John 17:5, 24). 

He was God even while He was a man. See Col- 
ossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:1-3, 6-9; and John 10:30; 14:7- 
11 . 

He was God after the resurrection, and will be 
God and also man—our "elder brother”—throughout 
all eternity’s future. See and compare Revelation 1:8, 
11-13, 17, 18; John 20:17, 28; and Hebrews 2:11. 

There is a teaching that attempts to show that 
the Lord Christ is the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, all in one, and that Christ alone should be 
worshiped. Can this be shown from Scripture? 

Because of such statements as "I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30); "he that hath seen me hath 
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seen the Father” (chap. 14:9); "I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me” (verse 11); and kindred re¬ 
marks uttered by the Lord, some persons have errone¬ 
ously concluded that He is the Trinity, the total God¬ 
head all in one, in His own person. 

Such a conclusion fails to take into account the 
Lord’s other remarks that hinder the acceptance of a 
one-personality God. The Lord clearly teaches that He 
was sent by the Father to declare not Himself to man, 
but to reveal His Father, His character, His love for 
fallen men, and His plan for human redemption. John 
5:30, 31; 8:16-18; 1:18; Matthew 11:27. 

If the Lord were really Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost in one person, He would need to reveal only 
Himself and not the others. Again, if indeed He were 
a three-in-one God, how awkward, clumsy, and need¬ 
less are such expressions as "I and the Father that 
sent me” (John 8:16); "the Father . . . beareth witness 
of me” (verse 18); "the Father said unto me” (chap. 
12:50); "I go to the Father” (chap. 16:16); "I came 
forth from the Father, . . . and go to the Father” 
(verse 28); "Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self” (chap. 17:5); and "I . . . am set down with my Fa¬ 
ther” (Revelation 3:21). All such statements would be 
referring to, talking to, and beseeching Himself! Such 
a play on words would be utterly unworthy of and be¬ 
neath the honor and dignity of the Divine One. 

If, as it is often said, the Christ was the Son of 
God, please explain why it is said that He is also 
called the Son of David. 

That the Lord Jesus was the Son of God, the Fa¬ 
ther Himself affirmed more than once. See Matthew 
3:17; 17:5. 
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Yet one of the most notable promises made to 
King David during his long and colorful reign was 
that his "house,” his "throne,” and his "kingdom” 
should be "established for ever” (2 Samuel 7:16, 17). 
This was a promise of an unending dynasty for Da¬ 
vid’s family and the kingdom of Judah, in which tribe 
David was born. 

Moreover the Lord Christ is also the descendant, 
through His human mother, from David’s family, 
through whom the unending rule and kingdom shall 
be established forever. Hence, the Lord Christ is also 
called the Son of David. Compare Acts 2:29-32 and 
Revelation 11:15. 

Please answer the question of just how much 
time the Lord spent in the grave. Was it three full 
days and nights as Matthew 12:40 seems to 
suggest? How do you get three full days and 
nights if the Lord was crucified on Friday and 
arose early Sunday morning? 

Regarding the amount of time that the Lord spent 
in the grave, several expressions are used, both by the 
Lord Himself and by those who heard Him; and those 
expressions clearly reveal the duration of time that 
was meant. The Lord said He would rise again "after 
three days” (Mark 8:31); arise "the third day” (Luke 
9:22); and "in three days” (John 2:19-21). This is how 
He explained the oft-misinterpreted statement in 
Matthew 12:40. 

Those who heard the Lord on this matter used 
identical expressions. See Matthew 27:40, 63, 64. 
Thus it is clear that even the Lord’s enemies did not 
believe that He would be in the grave three full days 
of twenty-four hours each, for they asked for the 
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tomb to be guarded "until the third day.” 

The language of Scripture is not the technical lan¬ 
guage of science, which requires minute exactitude. 
Rather it is the everyday speech of the times when 
our Lord lived, in which "after three days” meant "on 
the third day.” The "three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth” of Matthew 12:40, must be in¬ 
terpreted as those who heard Him understood them. 
Luke’s record explains this matter quite simply. The 
Lord spent part of the afternoon of the "preparation 
day”—Friday—all of the "Sabbath”—Saturday—and 
the very early morning of the "first day”—Sunday— 
in the grave. See Luke 23:52-56; 24:1-3. Thus He arose 
"the third day” after the crucifixion. Any portion of 
a day was called a day then, just as we refer to our 
weekends as any time from Friday morning through 
Sunday midnight, and still we speak of them as three 
days. 

/ read in a book that "Christ sits at the right 
hand of the Father today clothed in human flesh, 
still bearing the marks of the crucifixion in His 
hands , feet and side. ” Can this be true? I thought 
Christians left the flesh in the grave to return to 
dust. Please give references from the Bible. 

From the time our Lord took on "flesh and blood” 
("for ... he took not on him the nature of angels; but 
he took on him the seed of Abraham”; Hebrews 2:14- 
16), He has been identified with the human family. 
He is God "in the flesh” and from the evidences of 
prophetic insight so shall He remain through the 
eternal ages. Christ’s flesh was not left in the grave to 
return to dust; He rose and left an empty tomb. 

Clearly the scars of the crucifixion appeared in the 
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resurrected, immortal flesh that the risen Lord 
showed to His disciples (John 20:19, 20, 24-28), and in 
that same body His disciples saw Him ascend to 
heaven where He entered His heavenly ministry. 

Habakkuk 3:3-16 has been interpreted as applica¬ 
ble to Christ’s return to earth in honor and glory: 
"Rays flashed from his hand; and there he veiled his 
power” (verse 4, R.S.V.). This honor and glory belong 
to the glorified Christ. 

It is true that "flesh and blood” as we know it now 
in its sinful state will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
But those who are saved are reported to "be like him,” 
and they are immortalized and possess a glorified 
flesh that is not subject to sin and corruption. 1 Co¬ 
rinthians 15:42, 44, 51-54. In the light of the above it 
is reasonable to conclude that our Lord will forever be 
identified with the human family in immortalized 
flesh. And imagine, if you can, what joy Christians 
will have when they shall be like Him. 

When the Lord Christ said, "There is none 
good but one, that is, God” (Matthew 19:17), was 
He admitting that He was not God and should not 
therefore be called good? 

The young ruler (Luke 18:18) who addressed the 
Lord as, "Good Master,” literally, Good Teacher, em¬ 
ployed a most unusual form of salutation, for Jewish 
law applied the word good to none of its rabbis; rather 
it belonged only to God. 

The Lord’s answer, "There is none good but one, 
that is, God,” reveals that He understood that Jewish 
teaching. That was not a denial of His divinity; it 
shows that, being God, He caught a glimpse of a weak 
faith in a prospective believer that needed strength- 
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ening, and He chose that method to draw out the dim 
faith and fan it into a "faith unto salvation.” 

Unfortunately for the young man, the Lord’s well- 
aimed effort was met and overcome by a covetous 
spirit that was stronger than his will to believe and 
trust in God. See Luke 18:19-25. 

Will you please explain what is meant by the 
Lord*s remarks to His mother: (t Woman, what 
have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.” 

When the supply of wine for the marriage feast 
was spent, the Lord’s mother sought His assistance to 
replenish it. The Greek word in the original, here 
translated "woman,” was, like "lady,” a proper and 
respectful form of address. In His reply the Lord 
chose this courteous way of saying, "Mother, as a 
child I gladly did your every bidding, but now it is not 
for you to make this request. As Son of God I must 
honor My Father’s will first.” See John 2:4. 

The Lord’s reply seems to imply that His mother 
may have wished her Son to declare His Messiahship, 
or to reveal who He was, but Jesus seems to explain 
to her that the time had not arrived, "Mine hour is 
not yet come,” to do fully what she was suggesting. To 
do so prematurely would most surely have hindered 
rather than helped in the mission the Father sent 
Him to accomplish. When He did announce His Mes¬ 
siahship, men felt the Lord was guilty of blasphemy 
and tried to stone Him. See Luke 4:16-29. 

Is there any Scripture record that Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, taught Him what He knew of the 
Scriptures? 
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No, there is no record in the Bible saying that 
Mary was the Lord’s teacher of the Scriptures. Yet 
our knowledge of Hebrew life and customs leads us to 
believe that as a faithful mother in Israel, the Lord’s 
mother did teach Him as much of Scripture as any 
faithful Hebrew mother would. See Deuteronomy 
4:5-10; 6:4-8; 11:18-21. 

John 7:15 indicates that Jesus had not been edu¬ 
cated in the schools of the rabbis; hence He must have 
been taught at home. 

Will you please explain what is meant by the 
expression, "that Rock was Christ” which we read 
in 1 Corinthians 10:4? 

This is but one of many symbols employed to point 
to one of the several aspects of the Lord’s ministry. 
Specifically, the symbol of Christ as the "rock” al¬ 
ludes to the fact that it was the Lord who supplied 
"water from the rock” to satisfy the thirst of Israel in 
their wilderness journey, and that He is also the 
"spiritual rock” from which flows "living water” for 
the refreshing of spiritual Israel of today. Compare 
Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:7-11. 

One often hears that Jesus was from a large 
family, yet some say that He was an only child. 
What does the Bible say about the Lord*s family? 

Both Matthew and Mark speak of the Lord’s 
"brothers” and "sisters,” but these were His stepfath¬ 
er’s children by a former marriage. Through His 
mother’s marriage to Joseph, the Lord became part of 
a moderately large family. See and compare Matthew 
13:54-56; Mark 6:3; Matthew 1:18-21. 

Joseph was not the Lord’s father, for Mary was 
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with child "conceived” and "begotten” of the Holy 
Ghost, according to Scripture, at the time of her en¬ 
gagement. Thus the Lord united the Divine with the 
human to bring us to God and to make reconciliation 
for our iniquity. See Matthew 1:20, 24, 25; Luke 1:35; 
Hebrews 2:14-18. 

There is no record that Mary bore children other 
than the Christ child. The brothers of Jesus tried to 
dictate to Him (John 7:3-5), as younger brothers would 
never do in those times; and if they were older, they 
were not Mary’s sons, but Jesus’ stepbrothers. 

Is there any truth in the thought one often 
hears, that Christ might have been a colored 
person, and that colored people are in His lin¬ 
eage? If so, can you give Bible proof? 

The Lord Christ was of the Jewish nationality, of 
the tribe of Judah, and of the royal line of David, ac¬ 
cording to the ancestral records of Matthew 1:1-17 
and Luke 3:23-28. The Jews were descended from 
Shem. 

It is common knowledge, however, that Hamite 
blood did enter Hebrew lineage on several occasions; 
everyone knows that Moses married a dark woman, a 
"Cushite.” Numbers 12:1, R.S.V. But it happened not 
only in individual cases but also on a larger scale. 
The "mixed multitude” of non-Israelites who went 
with them from Egypt provided a mixture of the 
darker race with the Jewish tribes. Exodus 12:38. 
And then in Canaan the Hebrews intermarried with 
other Hamites—"Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites 
. . . and Hivites, and Jebusites.” Judges 3:5. 

Examples of this mixture are seen in the cases of 
four of the fathers of the Hebrew tribes that bear 
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their names: Ephraim and Manasseh were half Egyp¬ 
tian, and Simeon married a Canaanite (Genesis 
46:20, 10); Judah married a Canaanite, who bore him 
three sons, one of whom left a line of descendants 
called Shelanites (Genesis 38:1-5; Numbers 26:20). 
Later Salmon, a descendant of another son of Judah, 
married Rahab, a Canaanite woman; Boaz, a son from 
this mixed marriage, was wedded to Ruth the Moabi- 
tess, and these were grandparents of King David. See 
Joshua 2; 6:25; Matthew 1:3-5; Ruth 4:13-17. Our 
Lord was descended, through His mother, from this 
mixed lineage of David. Hence He was often and 
affectionately called the "son of David.” Luke 18:38. 

Without question, then, there was a mixture of 
races in our Lord’s distant ancestry, but more cor¬ 
rectly He should be called a Hebrew. 

For a long time I have wanted very much to 
know where the Lord spent the time from His 
twelfth year until He was thirty, when He began 
His ministry. Perhaps you can help me with this. 

Luke, the physician, tells us that after the twelve- 
year-old was "found” by His anxious parents "sitting 
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions,” that "he went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them” and that He "increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man.” Luke 2:45-52. 

Evidences indicate that the Lord spent the next 
eighteen years of His life subject to His earthly par¬ 
ents as any child and youth might be expected to do. 
Doubtless this period was spent largely in and around 
the environs of Nazareth in the carpenter shop with 
His earthly father where He became known to towns- 
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folk and craftsmen, priests and rulers, as the "carpen¬ 
ter’s son,” and "the carpenter.” See Matthew 13:55; 
Mark 6:3. 

In the Bible I cannot find the birthday of the 
Lord. Why , then , is His birthday celebrated on De¬ 
cember 25? What is the source for assigning that 
date? 

The exact date of the Lord’s birth is unknown and 
may never be known since data of the event are not 
now available. As for the year, the best information 
now in hand suggests that His birth probably oc¬ 
curred in late 5 b.c. or 4 b.c. 

The association of Christ’s birthday with a festival 
was made as early as about a.d. 200 but different 
dates were observed in different places. 

In the fourth century the Roman Church chose 
December 25 for our Lord’s birthday, apparently to 
coincide with the pagan celebration of that date, a 
festival honoring the "birthday of the sun.” 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Will you please tell me who the Holy Spirit is, 
and what His true name and position are? 

The God of the Christian is "one Lord” (Deuteron¬ 
omy 6:4), who reveals Himself in three distinct per¬ 
sons, namely—God the Father (Matthew 28:19), God 
the Son (John 1:1-3, 14), and God the Holy Ghost, or 
Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3, 4; 2 Corinthians 13:14). 

Please note that the Holy Spirit’s position is that 
of the Third Person of the Godhead, or the Trinity, 
and that since the Lord Christ returned to heaven, He 
is God on the earth. See Matthew 28:19; and John 
14:16, 17, 26; 15:26. 

This Third Person of the Godhead is identified by 
several titles and names. Chiefly, He is the Spirit of 
the Creation, Genesis 1:2; the Comforter and Spirit of 
truth, John 14:16, 17; the Spirit of God, Romans 8:14; 
the Holy Ghost of Acts 1:8; and the Holy Spirit of 
Luke 11:13. 

The terms Holy Ghost and Holy Spirit mean the 
same. The King James translators used both to repre¬ 
sent the same words in the original because ghost 
meant spirit. Today ghost is used in ordinary lan¬ 
guage to mean a supposed disembodied spirit of a 
dead human being; therefore Holy Spirit is used in 
the modem translations of the Bible instead of Holy 
Ghost. 
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Do the names "Holy Spirit ,** "Holy Ghost/* the 
"Spirit, ** and the "Comforter** all refer to the same 
divine personality? 

Like the Father and the Son, the Third Person of 
the Godhead is referred to by many different and ap¬ 
propriate names and titles, all of which tend to de¬ 
scribe His various activities and traits of character. 

He is "the Spirit” of Genesis 1:2; the "Holy Ghost” 
of Matthew 28:19; "the Holy Spirit,” of Luke 11:13; 
and the "Comforter” of John 14:16, 17, 26. 

I read that we must "try the spirits** to see 
"whether they are of God.** Does this mean that 
there are different kinds of spirits and that they 
must be proved before trusting them? 

In addition to the Third Person of the Godhead, 
called the "Holy Spirit” (Luke 11:13), Scripture tells 
us that there are created beings who are spirits, that 
all angels are "ministering spirits.” Hebrews 1:13, 14. 
And since there are two kinds of angels, those who 
fell from heaven with Satan and those who remained 
loyal to God, there are spirits that are good and holy 
and spirits that are "fallen” and unholy. See Revela¬ 
tion 12:7-9; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. 

It follows naturally, therefore, that angels who 
are loyal to God seek to persuade men to cooperate 
with God for their own salvation, while fallen angels 
work with Satan for man’s destruction. This, then, is 
the reason why Christians are requested to "try” or 
prove the spirits. 1 John 4:1-3. 

A valid test by which all matters respecting Chris¬ 
tian faith and conduct are proved is that offered in 
Isaiah 8:20. If a spirit claims to be the soul of a dead 
human being, it is lying; if a man claims to bring a 
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message from God that is contrary to the Scriptures, 
we know that the spirit that inspires him is not of 
God. 

Is it necessary for Christians to tarry and pray 
for the Holy Spirit today as they were advised to 
do in the early church? 

The resurrected Lord was about to return to His 
Father and heaven when He requested His disciples 
to "tarry ... in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be en¬ 
dued with power from on high.” Luke 24:49. En route 
to Gethsemane He had promised that during His ab¬ 
sence the Holy Spirit would be sent from the Father 
to take His place as teacher, comforter, and guide, 
and to impart to them (the disciples) the needed power 
to become His effective witnesses in taking the gospel 
to all the world. John 14:16-18, 26; 16:7-13; Matthew 
28:19, 20. 

The promised "Comforter,” the Holy Spirit, came 
at Pentecost, and came to stay. The Spirit’s ministry 
was begun then, and that ministry will continue until 
the gospel has borne its witness before the whole 
world. See Acts 1:8; 2:1-47. 

Our need is no longer to "tarry” or await the 
coming of the Spirit; He is already here. The pow¬ 
erful, Spirit-filled preacher at Pentecost advised all 
who heard him to "repent, and be baptized . . . for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38. 

Our great need, therefore, is to pray and search 
our hearts and lives until we let Christ free us from 
sin’s defilement; then our bodies and souls will be¬ 
come a fit "temple of the Holy Spirit.” Thereafter, the 
Spirit will possess us, and we will be granted the 
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power to witness effectively in whatever branch of 
service the Spirit guides us before an unregenerate 
and godless world. See again Acts 2:37, 38; 3:19; John 
16:13, 14; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20; 3:16, 17. 

Is it true today that all persons who have the 
Holy Spirit must speak in tongues and perform 
miracles, just as the disciples did in New Testa¬ 
ment times? 

In Scripture no time limit has been placed either 
upon receiving spiritual gifts or upon the use and ex¬ 
ercise of these gifts in the Christian church. In fact, 
the gifts that the Holy Spirit imparts may be ex¬ 
pected to be operative within the church as long as 
the church itself is in business for the Lord. For lists 
of the gifts of the Spirit, see Ephesians 4:7, 8, 11-14; 
Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 28. 

All Christians possess three or more of the spir¬ 
itual gifts mentioned in these lists, but few, if any, 
possess the entire lot. First, "to every one of us is 
given grace ” (Ephesians 4:7); this is the Christian’s 
pardon from sin. Second, when the Spirit gave "gifts 
unto men,” those gifts included talents and endow¬ 
ments for service —"ministry” and helping (Ephe¬ 
sians 4:8; Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28). Third, 
to each Christian is imparted "the measure of faith” 
(Romans 12:3; 1 Corinthians 12:9). Furthermore, each 
Christian is expected to employ his time and his gifts 
in the service of his God. 

The gifts of "tongues,” or languages (such as was 
given at Pentecost—see Acts 2:1-8), and "miracles,” 
are simply two of the many different gifts the Holy 
Spirit imparts to the church. All Spirit-filled persons 
are not expected to possess these two gifts any more 
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than all the others, for the Spirit divides these gifts 
among Christians ",severally as he will. ** See 1 Corin¬ 
thians 12:7-11 and compare verses 28-31; 13:1, 2. 

Will you please tell me what is meant by such 
expressions as "I know I have the Holy Spirit/* "I 
feel His presence/* (t His Spirit lives in my soul/* "I 
am full of the Holy Ghost.** I hear these remarks 
often by church members whose lives do not seem 
always to measure up. Under such circumstances, 
what could such expressions possibly mean? Give 
Bible proof, please. 

All of the above expressions may have merit, and 
again they may mean absolutely nothing. Circum¬ 
stances must determine. 

Every warmhearted Christian has both moments 
of deep spiritual ecstasy and stern battles and striv¬ 
ings with self within. His dual nature of "flesh” and 
"spirit” compels it, for these wage constant warfare in 
his soul. Please compare Galatians 5:17; Romans 
7:15-25. 

Victories over sin warm the heart with joy, while 
defeats in our warfare with sin may leave us troubled 
with regrets. But in truly wise, Christlike hearts 
there is never room for boasting or bragging, never a 
place for discouragement and gloom. God’s unfailing 
promise is, "When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him.” Isaiah 59:19. This is the meaning of all 
of the expressions presented in the question above. 
But again, please compare 1 Corinthians 10:12 with 
Jeremiah 9:24. 
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Since childhood I have heard of angels both 
in Bible stories and in sermons at church, yet I 
must confess that I know little or nothing about 
them. Will you tell me what kind of beings the an¬ 
gels are and just what their nature is? How do we 
know that they really exist? 

In both the Old and the New Testament angels are 
alluded to as a class of created beings who are of a 
higher and nobler order than man, who possess su¬ 
perhuman powers, and have the nature of spirit be¬ 
ings. See Psalms 8:3-5; 103:20; and Hebrews 1:7. 

At least two separate and different orders of these 
heavenly beings are mentioned—"cherubim” and 
"seraphim,” respectively. See Psalm 80:1 and Isaiah 
6:2, 3, 6, 7. 

Since the inception of sin, holy angels have been 
Heaven’s special agents called "ministering spirits,” 
who aid the heirs of salvation. See Hebrews 1:6, 7, 14; 
Psalm 34:7. 

In Scripture, abundant evidence is offered on the 
reality of angels; and the various encounters of histor¬ 
ically known characters with real heavenly messen¬ 
gers, both past and present, show that they do exist. 
A. Please note the following from Scripture: 

1. Angels are created spirit beings. Hebrews 1:7; 
Colossians 1:16, 17. 

2. They have visited human beings in tangible 
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bodies and sometimes in human form, and have been 
perceived by sight, touch, and hearing. Daniel 8:15- 
18; 9:21; 10:6; Acts 12:5-11. 

3. They ate and drank with men. Genesis 18:2-8; 
19:1-3. 

4. They visibly restrained animals. Numbers 
22:23-27; Daniel 6:22. 

5. They warred against God’s enemies. 2 Kings 
19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21. 

6. And they have helped God’s people. Hebrews 
1:7, 14; 1 Kings 19:5-7; Acts 5:19, 20. 

B. Note also that fallen angels, variously called "dev¬ 
ils,” "unclean spirits,” and "demons,” are man’s most 
deceptive and dangerous enemies. See pages 30, 36. 

I have seen pictures of angels guarding small 
children in dangerous situations, and often it is 
said that each person has his guardian angel. Is 
there any proof in Scripture for these ideas? 

The picture that the Lord Christ paints of the 
ministry of angels is to the effect that the Lord’s 
"little ones” have angel escorts, and these angels "al¬ 
ways” have access to the Father’s presence (see Mat¬ 
thew 18:10) to implore His all-powerful assistance in 
behalf of the Christian in need. What high and heav¬ 
enly comfort this yields! Moreover, David says, "The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 34:7). 

Examples of the kind of assistance and protection 
that holy angels provide for the humble, trusting 
Christian may be noted in the following references: 
Numbers 22:31-35; Judges 6:12-23; 13:6, 7, 15-18; 2 
Kings 6:15-17; Daniel 6:22; Acts 12:7-10; Luke 22:40- 
43; John 20:11-13. 
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I read in Hebrews 12:22 that there is an "in¬ 
numerable company of angelsand that in an¬ 
cient times they were seen of men on different oc¬ 
casions. Why is it that we do not see them today? 

Because they are "spirit” beings, angels are nor¬ 
mally invisible to human beings. Man, by his sinful 
nature, has been rendered incapable of discerning 
"spiritual things,” except as the Holy Spirit opens his 
mind to "understand.” Hence, not only spiritual con¬ 
cepts and ideas, but spirit beings cannot be seen by 
sinful human beings unless in special cases, by God’s 
will or permission, they assume human form. Read 
Hebrews 1:7; 1 Corinthians 2:14, 10-12; Hebrews 
13:2. 

What is more, the average person, on seeing the 
awesome spectacle of spirit beings, would likely ei¬ 
ther go into shock or bow in worship. Such worship 
would not only be sinful, ultimately it would be fatal. 
Holy angels would not accept it, whereas fallen an¬ 
gels would encourage false worship to the detriment 
of the human soul. See and compare Revelation 22:6, 
9 and Matthew 4:1, 9, 10 with Matthew 28:2-4. 

Why is it that some angels are said to be good, 
while others are evil? Did a good God create them 
with different traits, some good and some bad? 
Please give proof texts. 

Angels are created beings; all of them—even Luci¬ 
fer—were originally "holy” beings. Evil angels be¬ 
came evil when, led by Lucifer, they rose in rebellion 
against God and His Christ in heaven. See Revelation 
12:7-9; Jude 6; Isaiah 14:12; Ezekiel 28:14, 15. 

In the prophetic visions of John it would seem that 
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of the hundreds of millions of heavenly angels, about 
one third of them took part in Satan’s rebellion. See 
Revelation 5:11; 12:3, 4, 7-9. After their expulsion 
from heaven these continued as Satanic agents, bent 
on man’s destruction, to the embarrassment of God. 
Hence, Christians are warned against collaborating 
with the evil spirits or receiving their false teachings. 
See 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11; 1 Timothy 4:1. 

From the above teachings of Scripture and related 
experiences and facts of life, we can be reasonably 
sure that the supposed spirits of the dead who "com¬ 
municate” with the living are lying spirits (since the 
dead cannot communicate; Ecclesiastes 9:5); and that 
they are really fallen angels, "spirits of devils,” who 
are seeking to deceive men into destruction. 

Christians, beware! 

Is it possible for angels who are spirit beings 
to die? If so, does the Bible tell how they will meet 
their death? 

The Lord Jesus taught that the fires of hell were 
"prepared for the devil and his angels.” Matthew 
25:41. Malachi’s prophecy says that "the day cometh, 
that shall burn as an oven; . . . and all that do wick¬ 
edly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall 
bum them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch.” Malachi 4:1. 

These references promise death by burning, not 
simply for Satan, the "root” and originator of sin, but 
for all who follow him in sin, fallen angels and men 
alike. The "ash” remains mentioned in Malachi 4:3 
show just how completely the burning will reduce sin¬ 
ful beings and how final will be their doom. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

CREATION OF THE EARTH 
AND MAN 

I would like to know whether the numbering of 
the days as we know them now is the same as in 
the time of Moses and as in the time of Christ , or 
is there some difference as some people suggest? 

In Creation week the days of the week were num¬ 
bered from one to seven; that is, each day was called 
"the first day,” "the second day,” and "the third day,” 
et cetera, to "the seventh day,” called the Sabbath. 
See Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; 2:2. The same se¬ 
quence is referred to in the giving of the manna, and 
a short time later in the fourth commandment. Ex¬ 
odus 16:16-30; 20:8-11. There is no record of any 
break in this cycle through the centuries, hence the 
week is said to have come to us intact and without in¬ 
terruption, according to Hebrew sources. Ezekiel 46:1; 
Luke 23:50-56. 

In Scripture only two days were called by names 
in addition to being numbered. They were the sixth 
day, which is often referred to as "the preparation,” 
and the seventh day, called "the Sabbath.” Luke 23:54. 

The names by which the days are now called, 
which were in common use by the first and second 
centuries a.d., are derived from the Roman names 
for the sun, moon, and five planets. 

Does the Bible speak of other beings that were 
created before and after the creation of man? 
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The heavenly beings called angels, cherubs, 
"morning stars,” et cetera, were in existence before 
the creation of earth, for these were called upon to 
join in the joyous festivities of the Creation, ac¬ 
cording to Job 38:1-7. Compare Genesis 1:31; 2:1-3. 
Moreover, Satan and his host of evil angels had re¬ 
belled and were cast out of heaven before he dis¬ 
guised himself to seduce the newly created Adam and 
Eve to sin. Compare Revelation 12:7-9, 12 with Gene¬ 
sis 3:1-12. 

Since the creation and peopling of the earth no 
reference to other creative acts of God appears in 
Scripture. 

Please tell me to whom God spoke when He 
said, "Let us make man in our image ” in Genesis 

1 : 26 . 

The Lord Christ has given the most enlightened 
hence the best answer to this question. He claims that 
He was with the Father before the creation of the 
world, with Him even long before that event. Com¬ 
pare John 1:1-3, 14; Colossians 1:13-19; John 17:5. 

Then there was the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
the act of creation according to Genesis 1:2. 

Accepting the testimony of Scripture, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit collaborated in the great 
works of Creation week. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

MAN'S FALL AND SIN 


Is it true that before they were created God 
knew that Adam and Eve would sin? If this is 
true, then would it not seem that sin was planned? 

It is true that by His foreknowledge God knew 
that man would sin. Moreover, it is also true that "be¬ 
fore the foundation of the world” the Lord made plans 
for the recovery and redemption of men who desire to 
escape from sin and its consequences. See and com¬ 
pare Isaiah 40:9, 10; 1 Peter 1:18-20. But God’s fore¬ 
knowledge of sin does not mean that He planned or 
ordained that it should arise, any more than our 
knowledge of death by gunfire means that we shall die 
before a firing squad, or our knowledge of peace by ne¬ 
gotiations means that because of that knowledge the 
nations shall never again go to war. Foreknowledge 
does not mean foreordination. 

The origin of sin is still the unexplained "mystery 
of iniquity,” and all of the attempts of man to solve 
this mystery will remain fruitless because God has 
elected not to reveal it. The simple statement that the 
angel Lucifer was perfect in all of his ways "until in¬ 
iquity was found” in him does not explain how in¬ 
iquity found its way into the angel, or where it came 
from originally. Beyond this, nothing more is offered 
on the origin and reason for the "experiment” of sin. 
See Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:15; 2 Thessalonians 
2:7-9. 


40 



MAN’S FALL AND SIN 


41 


To prevent the spread of sin and all of its evil 
results , would it not have been better if the Lord 
had destroyed Satan and his followers as soon as 
iniquity was discovered? 

For the Lord to have destroyed sin, Satan, and sin¬ 
ners upon detection might have been quicker, easier, 
and simpler. Yet, because He knows "the end from 
the beginning” (Isaiah 46:9, 10), He was far too wise 
and much too good to do that before the nature and 
consequences of sin were fully understood. 

Our Lord is a God of love, but that love would 
have been completely misunderstood, the righteous¬ 
ness of His reign would have come under suspicion, 
and His holy character seriously questioned had Satan 
and his followers been speedily destroyed. See 1 John 
4:8; 1 Corinthians 10:23. 

God wants His followers to serve Him not from 
frustration and fear, but from a sense of loyalty and 
love. So sin and its agents were permitted to develop 
so that the baleful consequences of evil could be 
viewed and compared with the divine way of life. 
Then alone could right judgments be formed, and the 
justice, goodness, and the unspeakably lovely charac¬ 
ter of God stand vindicated when sin is destroyed 
from the universe. 

What is the truth about the punishment for 
sin? One often hears that sinners will bum forever 
in an eternally burning hell, and some say they 
will be burned up and finished. Please give Bible 
proof for your answer. 

The Scriptures teach that the final punishment for 
sin is "death” in the fires of hell. "The wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life.” Romans 
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6:23. Life and death are extreme opposites. So sinners 
who die in their iniquity are not promised eternal life 
in a burning hell; eternal life with God in Paradise is 
the Christian’s reward. Sinners die for their sins, and 
their bodies will be reduced to ashes. See Malachi 
4:1, 3. 

The terms '’everlasting fire” and "eternal fire” 
only suggest how completely consumed the sinner 
will become, and how final his punishment for sin 
will be after all have been reduced to ashes. See Mat¬ 
thew 25:41; Jude 7. After that there is never to be a 
further recovery or return to life for men who die in 
sin. "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” 
is the divine verdict. Genesis 3:19. 

Our Lord’s most fervent desire is that men shall 
live and not die. See Ezekiel 18:31, 32; John 3:16. 

Ia it really possible for a Christian person to 
live in this present ungodly world and not commit 
acts of sin? 

No one has succeeded in living a life completely 
free of sin apart from the incarnate Lord Christ. 1 
Peter 2:20, 21. 

Since Adam’s fall, all human beings are conceived 
"in sin” and "shapen in iniquity.” They begin to "go 
astray as soon as they be born,” and in their growth 
and development they enter into every conceivable 
path of evil. Psalms 51:5; 58:3; Galatians 5:19-21. 

Even after his new birth in Christ the Christian 
wages a continuous warfare, the apostle Paul says, 
with the "law of sin which is in my members” and 
with "sin in the flesh”; and this struggle with evil will 
doubtless remain with us "until this mortal” puts on 
"immortality.” Romans 7:5, 23; 8:3; 1 Corinthians 
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15:51-57. And so it is that John advises, "If we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” As long as the 
Christian lives in the flesh he is a sinner saved by 
gTace. 1 John 1:8; Ephesians 2:8. 

On the other hand, the Spirit-filled Christian does 
not commit willful acts of sin nor deliberately violate 
the moral law. Through constant dependence on the 
grace of Christ, through heeding the inner urges upon 
one’s conscience, through seeking God’s will in His 
written Word, and through continual prayer, which 
releases the keeping power of the Holy Spirit of God, 
the Christian is restrained and can be kept from 
yielding to temptation and sin. 2 Corinthians 5:14; 
Philippians 2:13; Luke 18:1; 1 Peter 1:5. 

No Christian can yield to sin at the same time he 
is communing with his God in prayer. This is the ra¬ 
tionale for the request, "continuing instant in 
prayer.” Romans 12:12. For should he ask in prayer, 
God will keep him in the hour of temptation. See 1 
Corinthians 10:13; Romans 10:13; 1 Thessalonians 
5:17. Make this prayer-power test for yourself and see 
how unfailingly it works. 

What happens when a person sins ignorantly 
and never finds it out, or is made aware of his sins 
later. Will he be punished for that sin? What is 
the teaching of the Bible on this matter? 

A Christian is often "overtaken in a fault,” or 
finds himself caught up in situations of evil before he 
becomes fully conscious that he is being involved in 
sin. Galatians 6:1. But circumstances like these do 
not void the guilt of transgression, nor prevent the 
punishment that follows. One may swallow poisons 
unknowingly, but lack of knowledge will not stay the 
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deadly results. Thousands die annually from acciden¬ 
tal shooting. 

So in Scripture the Lord teaches, "That servant, 
which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes.” Luke 12:47, 48. 

Sin is deadly in all of its forms, and unless the 
wrongdoer seeks forgiveness for his misdeeds, known 
and unknown, he will suffer irreparable loss. See Ro¬ 
mans 6:23; James 4:17; 1 John 1:9. 

What does the text mean that says, "Whosoever 
is born of God doth not commit sin; . . . and he 
cannot sin, because he is bom of God"? Does this 
mean that the true Christian cannot do any 
wrong? 

This interesting passage, 1 John 3:9, is clarified in 
some English translations of the New Testament that 
here follow more exactly the Greek word translated 
"commit sin.” The grammatical form of the word 
implies repeated or habitual sinning. 

1. "The man who is really God’s son does not prac¬ 
tice sin.” Phillips.* 

2. "Whoever is a child of God cannot go on sin¬ 
ning.” Montgomery (Centenary Translation).! 

3. "No one who is born of God makes a practice of 
sinning.” Williams.! 


* From: The New Testament in Modern English © J. B. Phillips 1958. Used by permission of 
The Macmillan Company. 

+ From: The New Testament in Modem English, translated by Helen Barrett Montgomery. © 
1952 American Baptist Publication Society. 

X From: The New Testament in the Language of the People, by Charles B. Williams. Copyright 
1966 by Edith S. Williams. Published by Moody Press, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. Used by 
permission. 
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In essence then, the passage does not mean that 
the converted Christian can do no wrong; rather it is 
saying that persons born of God do not consciously 
and willingly practice wrongdoing. One cannot delib¬ 
erately practice sin and remain a Christian. The 
reason for this is clear. The Holy Spirit, who brings 
about the new birth, thereafter leads, guides, and di¬ 
rects the life experiences of the new Christian. John 
3:5, 8; 16:7-14; Romans 8:14. 

When Satan tempts the Christian to return to sin, 
the Holy Spirit immediately intervenes, speaks to his 
inner conscience, and "works in” him to obey the 
"will” of God and "do” what pleases Him. The Chris¬ 
tian must now choose between Satan’s temptation 
and God’s will. 

He cannot commit sin at this point unless he 
chooses to do so. Before he yields to the temptation he 
must first ignore and brush aside the teachings of the 
Bible and the inner urges of God’s Spirit who works 
in him. If he yields and sins, he willingly and know¬ 
ingly chooses to do so—and that is un-Christlike. See 
and compare James 1:13-15; Philippians 2:13; Prov¬ 
erbs 1:24-33. 

If the Christian, like his Saviour, prayed each 
time a temptation faced him, he would surely yield to 
the will of his God. He cannot sin because he will not 
choose to. Thus God has made a way of escape for all 
who wish to live for Him. See Luke 4:1-3; 1 Corinthi¬ 
ans 10:13; Romans 10:13; Matthew 4:1-4. 

Could the Lord Christ have sinned when He 
was on the earth? I have heard arguments on both 
sides of the question , but never any Bible proof. 
Can you give an answer with proof? 
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Coming to earth, the Lord took upon Himself both 
the flesh and nature of man, so He became subject to 
the same temptations and possibility of failure as any 
other human being. He "was in all points tempted 
like as we are” (Hebrews 4:15), and there would have 
been no real temptation if there had been no possibil¬ 
ity of yielding. Satan fiercely and mercilessly tempted 
Him, trying to induce the Lord to sin and thus to fail 
in His mission. But in this Satan did not succeed. 

Because no sin was in Him, and because He did 
not yield to any evil, He "did no sin.” Thus He earned 
the right to "save his people from their sins.” Thus He 
became our Saviour. Please read Hebrews 2:14-18; 
4:15; 1 Peter 2:21-24; 1 John 3:5; Matthew 1:21. 

I notice that sin afflicts good people with its 
woes as well as the bad. Why does a good God 
allow good people to suffer from wars and hunger 
and diseases the same as those who do evil? 

Sin and its woes are not the work of a God of com¬ 
passionate love. Instead, they are the fruits of re¬ 
vengeful rage, the spilling over of hatred from the 
wicked heart of a fallen angel who was cast out of 
heaven. Satan came to earth and poured out his mad¬ 
ness upon the tranquil peace and beauty of God’s 
creation. See Revelation 12:12. As the "just and . . . 
the unjust” share alike the Lord’s sunshine and rain, 
the Lord permits evil and its consequences to molest 
any who move about in its environment or who get in 
its way. Matthew 5:45. God tells us to expect tests, 
but nothing beyond what we can bear. 1 Corinthians 
10:13. 

Sin and evil will not always exist, for one day soon 
these will be destroyed from earth by fire, and all who 
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love sin and cling to it will be destroyed with it. Mat¬ 
thew 25:41. 

So again, just as a burned child dreads fire, so 
those who prefer righteousness, goodness, and truth 
must—and through God’s grace they can—develop a 
dislike and fear of evil so great that they will be for¬ 
ever finished with it. Sin, cruelty, shame, pain, sor¬ 
rows, and all unhappiness must therefore be per¬ 
mitted to afflict all men sorely so that once saved and 
separated from them, good men will never again wish 
to return to sin’s woeful traffic. God is thus deter¬ 
mined that "affliction shall not rise up the second 
time.” See Nahum 1:9; Revelation 21:1-4. 

Is gambling a sin? I have always heard that it 
is, but no one yet has been able to show me from 
the Bible that it is. Please send me your answer 
and Bible proof if you can. 

The words gamble and gambling are names given 
to the exciting sport of gaming to get money without 
gainful labor. These words are not found in the Scrip¬ 
tures, but every evil that accompanies or grows out of 
gambling is seriously rebuked in Biblical principles. 
Nothing is more clearly taught in the Scriptures than 
that idle wasters of means and talents will surely 
reap as they have sown. See 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12; 
Matthew 25:14-30; Galatians 6:7, 8. 

Gambling is sinful, because its practices, associa¬ 
tions, and consequences are most evil. Gambling is 
the breeding ground for our worst moral and social 
sins; it squanders time, means, and properties; it robs 
innocent dependents of support, love, and honor; it in¬ 
creases poverty, misery, and temptation to crime; it 
demoralizes the gambler and corrupts his morals and 
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those of many close to him, and is an active cause of 
intemperance and drinking and of inflamed and un¬ 
controlled passions. What sins can be worse than 
these? Gamblers and all other "lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God” will pay with their lives, ex¬ 
cept they repent. 2 Timothy 3:1-9; Acts 3:19. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

GOD'S LAWS 


If the Lord Jesus died to save men from their 
sins as the Bible teaches, does this not show that 
the Ten Commandments are no longer needed? 
And does not the Lord f s forgiveness make it un¬ 
necessary for saved persons to keep the law? 

A brief review of the salient points involved in 
sin, law, forgiveness, and obedience may provide a 
clearer view of how these great concepts of divine 
truth are inseparably related. And the more clearly 
one sees and understands these relationships, the eas¬ 
ier and simpler Christian obedience and living be¬ 
come. 

We shall note these concepts as they are revealed 
in Scripture, step by simple step, and in the order 
presented above. First: sin — 

1. Is transgression of God’s moral law. 1 John 3:4. 

2. Is all unrighteousness. 1 John 5:17. 

3. Is wrongdoing and failure to obey. James 4:17. 

4. Involves all men and condemns all to die. Ro¬ 
mans 5:12. Second: the ten-commandment law — 

1. Names transgression, points out sin. Romans 
4:15; 7:7. 

2. Cannot forgive or save from sin. Galatians 
2:16, 21. 

3. Condemns sin and works wrath. Romans 7:8-10. 

4. Shows our need and leads to the Saviour. Gala¬ 
tians 3:22-24. Third: forgiveness — 
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1. Is the work of the Saviour. Matthew 1:21; 1 
John 1:9. 

2. Removes penalty for "past” sins and places us 
under grace. Romans 3:24, 25; 6:11-15. 

3. Is at the heart of saving grace. Galatians 2:16- 
18; 3:11, 25; Ephesians 2:8. 

4. Obligates redeemed persons to "go, and sin no 
more.” John 8:11; Romans 6:1, 2, 11-14. Last: obedi¬ 
ence — 

1. Is possible only on the part of one who has been 
saved by faith in the power of Christ. Philippians 
4:13. 

2. Is personal evidence that one has turned away 
from his sins. Romans 6:15-17; 2 Peter 2:19. 

3. Testifies of love for and gratitude to the Saviour. 
John 14:15, 21. 

From the above we must conclude that forgiveness 
of our sins does not eliminate the need for obedience 
to the Ten Commandments, which is our God-given 
guide to point out transgression and sin. Instead, for¬ 
giveness obligates the forgiven person to avoid future 
sin, to obey the law, and thus honor his pardon for 
past transgressions. 

Obedience to God’s lawful requirements offers the 
final and surest proof of one’s gratitude for His mercy 
and pardon. 

Recently I was told that it was the Christ of 
the New Testament who gave the ten-command¬ 
ment law at Sinai. I seriously questioned the con¬ 
tention. Can this claim be substantiated in 
Scripture? 

The Exodus story simply states that "God spake 
all these words” of the law at Sinai, without revealing 



GOD’S LAWS 51 

which member of the Godhead was meant. Exodus 
20 : 1 . 

Yet when the record of Nehemiah 9:7-15 is com¬ 
pared with Paul’s account of the same events in 1 Co¬ 
rinthians 10:1-4, a very revealing fact flashes upon 
the mind. Nehemiah’s story says that the leader of 
the Exodus of Israel from Egypt is the Lord who also 
gave "right judgments, and true laws, good statutes 
and commandments” at Sinai. Paul’s account of the 
same events affirms that "that spiritual Rock that fol¬ 
lowed” Israel in the Exodus movement from Eygpt, 
"in the cloud and in the sea,” was Christ. Hence the 
reasonable assumption that the lawgiver at Sinai was 
Christ appears credible. 

Further, the one who gave the Ten Command¬ 
ments was the Creator, "for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth.” Exodus 20:11. But it was Christ 
through whom God "made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2); 
the One by whom "all things were made” was the Son 
of God who became man. John 1:1-3, 14. 

I have been taught that there is a "dispensa¬ 
tion of law" and another "dispensation of grace," 
which are entirely different periods in religion. 
Then why do we often hear so much about keeping 
the law when we now live in the "dispensation of 
grace"? Please explain. 

The phrases "dispensation of law” and "dispensa¬ 
tion of grace,” are applied by some theologians to two 
periods, or phases, of God’s dealings with mankind: 
the Old Testament period and the church age. How¬ 
ever, the word dispensation, occurring four times in 
the King James Version, is translated from a Greek 
term meaning "stewardship” (as in the parable of the 
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steward; Luke 16:2-4), and hence management, or ad¬ 
ministration—not a period of time. Theologians who 
speak of the "dispensation of law” mean the Old Tes¬ 
tament period, or system, or ceremonial ordinances 
and laws, ritual worships, ablutions, and purifica¬ 
tions, in which various sacrifices, offerings, festive 
convocations, and holy days played a major role. All 
services instituted in this Old Testament system, in 
some measure were related to and taught Israel les¬ 
sons on the life, ministry, and atoning death of the 
expected Messiah. 

The phrase "dispensation of the grace of God” oc¬ 
curs in Ephesians 3:2, but not with the meaning these 
theologians have attached to the word dispensation as 
the New Testament period of the church. It is true 
that under the gospel of Christ all Old Testament rit¬ 
ual, ceremonial laws, ordinances, and related convo¬ 
cations met their fulfillment in the Lord’s ministry 
and atoning death, and the need for them ended. 
They perished, and figuratively they were "nailed” 
with the Lord in His death to the cross. Read care¬ 
fully Hebrews, chapters 8-10, and Colossians 2:12-17. 

Operating within, across, and through both of the 
two periods was the great moral code of Ten Com¬ 
mandments. This great law had, and still has, two 
specific functions: First, it provided a means of regu¬ 
lating human moral conduct between man and his 
God, and man and his fellow man. See Matthew 
19:16-22; 22:35-40. Second, this great series of ten 
laws, by pointing out violation of its precepts as sin, 
made the offender realize his need of the Saviour’s par¬ 
doning grace. Compare Romans 4:15; 5:13; and Gala¬ 
tians 3:22-25. 

Grace, therefore, like the law that pointed out sin, 
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was and is needed in both "dispensations.” Grace re¬ 
ceived through faith in Christ pardons and forgives 
sin and lifts the death penalty from the penitent sin¬ 
ner. See Ephesians 2:1, 5, 8. Thus grace is not needed 
unless the law that points out sin is violated. So then, 
grace through faith establishes the need for a law to 
point out sin. Romans 3:23, 24, 28, 31. 

Considering the many forms of governments 
ruling the nations of earth today—some of whose 
requirements restrict religion and put the will of 
the state above God and religion—can the moral 
law fit into life as it must be lived in such a re¬ 
strictive society? 

Happily for Christians, few governments restrict 
religious worship and practice completely. But where 
such restrictions are enforced there are problems. 

The ten-commandment law is "exceeding broad” 
in scope (Psalm 119:96) and enjoys practical accept¬ 
ance, generally. The lone precept of the entire ten 
that tends to provoke some opposition is the fourth 
commandment, which enjoins the time of worship. In 
most instances Christians have been able to solve this 
problem satisfactorily with authorities. But where 
freedom of worship is denied, the Christian seeks 
other measures by which to obey God’s law; some 
even depart from home and country, where possible. 

Will you please explain what is meant by the 
expression "love is the fulfilling of the law”? 
Please give scriptures to show how this is done, 
and what law is involved. 

The expression "love is the fulfilling of the law” is 
a quotation taken from Romans 13:10. And when 
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verses 7-10 are read it is clear that the law under con¬ 
sideration is the moral law of the Ten Command¬ 
ments. 

The explanation of the passage is contextually 
given in verses 9 and 10 of the same chapter. These 
verses offer the information that men who truly love 
do not kill, steal, bear false witness, covet, do any "ill 
to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law.” The Lord Christ Himself taught the same great 
truth. In His reply to the question posed by a Phar¬ 
isee, the Lord revealed that love to God and love for 
one’s fellow man are the central themes of the two 
great divisions of His all-inclusive moral code, and 
that on these two divisions of that law hangs every¬ 
thing that was taught by "the law and the prophets.” 
Matthew 22:34-40. 

Much is said in your column "Replies to Your 
Questions 99 about keeping God’s moral law. But 
really, isn’t it impossible for anyone in this evil 
generation to obey the Ten Commandments? Does 
God really require the impossible? 

God is far too kind and much too wise to require 
the impossible, but interestingly enough, the answer 
to this question is both Yes and No. When we say Yes 
we are thinking of that class of individuals of whom 
Paul speaks in Romans 8:5-9, called "carnal,” "flesh,” 
and sinful in nature. This is the unconverted person, 
who can only "mind the things of the flesh.” Because 
his "carnal mind is enmity against God” he is not 
"subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” It 
is therefore impossible for this man to keep God’s law 
when he is left to himself. 

On the other hand, we say No; that is, it is not im- 
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possible for a changed or a converted person to keep 
the law of God. In fact, he is the only one who can 
keep it, for those who are "born of God” are given 
"power to become the sons of God.” John 1:12, 13. 
Further, the Lord through His Holy Spirit "guides” 
this converted person "into all truth” (chap. 16:13) 
and fulfills "the righteousness of the law” in all "who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit ."Romans 
8:4. "For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13. If 
one is not thus led and yielded and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, "he is none of his.” Romans 8:9. 

Yet again, if anyone finds it difficult to keep the 
commandments of God, we recommend that he ear¬ 
nestly pray to God to apply the remedy offered in Ezek¬ 
iel 36:25-27. Read this often. 

Recently I was told that Christ gave a new 
commandment for Christians to keep. Will you 
please tell me what this new commandment is, 
and where it is found in Scripture? 

The new commandment that the Lord gave states 
that the disciples should "love one another; as I have 
loved you,” and it is given in John 13:34, 35. 

Throughout their history the people of God were 
taught, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I 
am the Lord.” Leviticus 19:18. In essence this com¬ 
mand to love was but the golden rule operating in an¬ 
tiquity. Compare Matthew 7:12. For too much of the 
time in practice the Hebrews loved only as sinners 
love—conveniently; or perhaps only "as brethren,” 
earnestly; while only a few loved others as themselves, 
or sincerely. 

The genius and beauty of the new commandment, 
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so called, lie in the depth of love’s new dimension 
and quality. Christians must now love as the Saviour 
loves. He loves us with the same "everlasting” love 
(Jeremiah 31:3) that the Father has for Him, mutu¬ 
ally and from the heart. "Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” John 15:10, 12, 13; 17:21-23; John 3:16. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

SALVATION 


Since the Saviour no longer walks as a man 
among men, how is it possible to become ac¬ 
quainted with Him and to know Him personally, 
as we know our friends? 

In Scripture there is not merely the invitation to 
acquaint ourselves with Him, but also the formula for 
making that acquaintance. In fact, the Lord Himself 
says that it is life eternal to know Him. John 17:3. 

The invitation to acquaintance with Him is re¬ 
corded in Job 22:21. The key to that acquaintance is 
prayer. In very fact it is not simply the act of praying, 
it is God’s answer to our prayer that establishes an 
acquainting contact. See also Jeremiah 29:12, 13; 
Matthew 7:7, 8. 

The formula for knowing Him in a personal way 
may be simply stated: When the invisible God, whom 
we have never seen, guides our lives in such a way 
that we realize His leading, then we know that we are 
in touch with Him, and He with us. 

This very assuring experience will not result from 
formally repeating written or versified forms of clas¬ 
sically prepared prayers. But when the heart is per¬ 
fectly intent upon doing the divine will, and pours out 
its petitions warmly, sincerely, and in trusting faith, 
the God that ’’cannot lie,” will honor His promises, 
and will return a visible, reassuring answer. See 2 
Chronicles 7:14; 16:9; Titus 1:2. 
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A new neighbor spends much of his time 
telling me how and when he became saved. When 
he asked me if I had been saved, I hesitated to 
reply, not knowing exactly what to say. I am a 
Christian, but just how should a Christian an¬ 
swer questions of this nature? Your answer to this 
question is anxiously awaited. 

I once heard a reply to this question that has 
meant much to me, and I gladly give it to any who 
may be benefited by it. It is, "Yes, I was saved nine¬ 
teen hundred years ago, but I was nearly grown be¬ 
fore I found it out!” This reply acknowledges that sal¬ 
vation was made available for all men when our Lord 
expired on the cross, but how and when it is individu¬ 
ally appropriated is another question. See Colossians 
1:12-14, 19-23; Romans 5:8-10. 

In the Bible, salvation for the individual has been 
so simply expressed that even a small child may un¬ 
derstand and accept it. To everyone comes the invita¬ 
tion, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth.” Isaiah 45:22. And for this reason the apos¬ 
tle Paul tells us, "If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. . . . For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:9-13. 

The simple steps to personal salvation are: 

1. In sorrow for our sins that caused His death, 
we turn from them in repentance. 2 Corinthians 
7:9, 10. 

2. We confess those sins to God and ask forgive¬ 
ness. 1 John 1:9. 
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3. He forgives and cleanses us. John 8:10, 11; 1 
John 1:7. 

4. He gives us faith to believe and accept these 
promises. Compare Hebrews 11:6 with Romans 12:3, 
last part. 

5. Then He restores and saves us. Romans 10:9, 
10; John 5:14. 

6. Through His grace, from day to day, we can re¬ 
main faithful. Matthew 24:13; Romans 2:6, 7; Philip- 
pians 3:12-15. 

An anxious person writes: " What must I do to 
be saved? How can I know I am saved? If you 
plan to tell me to believe, please tell me what to be - 
lieve! I believe that Christ died for me, but this 
alone gives me no relief. Please help me if you 
can. 

"If you plan to give me scriptures to read, bear 
in mind I've read an awful lot but am still a 
sinner. I have no inner assurance! Please tell me 
how to know that God hears me when I pray." 

The key to eternal salvation and the key to inner 
assurance of acceptance by Him are to be found in an 
experimental knowledge of God, that is, of knowing 
God as the result of practical, personal experience— 
as we know a friend through our association with him. 
"Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: 
thereby good shall come unto thee.” Job 22:21. This is 
an unfailing experiment that we must make. Take 
these words literally! 

One of the ways by which to become acquainted 
with God is prayer. See Jeremiah 29:11-13. Real 
prayer is not in repeating the pretty words and 
phrases we have heard others say on their knees. 
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Effective prayer is earnest talking with our God as to 
a friend, and seeking after Him with confidence and 
determination. Seek Him as earnestly as a child seeks 
what it wants. 

Being "at peace” with Him involves the experi¬ 
ment that needs to be illustrated if it is to be clearly 
understood. To make "peace” with the Lord is like 
making peace with an offended friend. Christ said 
this in Matthew 7:11, 12, and He tells us that when 
this experiment is made we satisfy the very claim of 
the law and meet all requirements of the gospel. 
Study carefully the following illustration: 

Usually when we offend a friend we become 
unhappy and sorry. 

Honest sorrow for our wrong brings on the 
desire to apologize. 

When we make our apology we are actually 
making a confession. 

When we honestly confess our wrongs 
A genuine friend forgives. 

When we are forgiven our wrongs we 
accept each other’s word in good faith. 

Then we happily shake hands because our 
friendship is fully restored. 

Making sure of salvation in Christ is exactly par¬ 
allel to the above experience. The Lord Christ said, 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Mat¬ 
thew 25:40. The spirit we show in our behavior and 
dealing with others God accepts as done for or against 
Himself Therefore: 

Honest, heartfelt sorrow for wrongs done 

becomes godly sorrow. See 2 Corinthians 7:9. 
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When we are prompted within to apologize, that 
urge becomes repentance. Romans 2:4; 2 Corin¬ 
thians 7:10. 

For repentance is sorrow for sin and a turning 
from it. 

When we are led to apologize for our wrongs 
we are making a confession. 

When we "confess our sins,” God is "faithful 
and just to forgive . . . and to cleanse” us. 1 John 
1:9. 

When we make this experiment we demonstrate 
our faith and belief in God. Hebrews 11:6. 

When we complete this experiment we are 

restored and become sons of God. Galatians 6:1; 
Romans 8:14; 1 John 3:2. 

As we take these steps we learn by experience 
that Christ and His promise of a new life are real. 
The steps to Christ include sorrow for sin, repentance 
of sin, confession of sin, God’s forgiveness of sin, faith 
in God’s forgiveness, faith in our sonship, and accept¬ 
ance by God. Any who come to Christ must take 
these steps. These steps make up the formula for sal¬ 
vation; they become the key to making sure of our sal¬ 
vation in Christ! 

In your opinion, is a person saved when he has 
been bom again and is a baptized member of the 
church, or is it when he dies and goes to heaven? 
Is there any basic difference in the new birth and 
being saved? 

The term "new birth” is the name our Lord gives 
to that experience in which the Holy Spirit leads one 
to renounce his past life of sin, to profess faith in 
Christ, and to accept the Lord as his personal Sav- 
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iour. That forgiven and accepted person is now said to 
be "saved.” John 3:3-8; Luke 7:47-50; John 16:7-14. 

The newborn person in this context is redeemed, 
saved from the condemnation of sin, and now ex¬ 
pected to be baptized into the church of the living 
God. Thereupon he is a candidate for eternal salva¬ 
tion in the new earth and is ushered into the orbit of 
eternal life, which he begins to live upon earth. Mark 
16:16; Galatians 3:27; Romans 8:1, 2, 10; 1 John 
5:11, 12. 

One is "born again,” "changed by the Spirit’s 
power,” when he confesses his sin and surrenders to 
the Lord. He is "saved” when the Lord Christ applies 
the atonement of saving grace. Baptism ushers him 
into the body of believers—the church. 

I often hear it said that once a person has been 
saved, he is always saved, and that once in Christ, 
we are never out Is this true? Can it be shown from 
Scripture that a person cannot be lost once he has 
been saved? 

No teaching of Holy Scripture is more clearly 
stated and emphasized than that "he that shall en¬ 
dure unto the end, . . . shall be saved.” Compare Mat¬ 
thew 23:13 with Hebrews 10:35-39. Obviously then, 
failure to endure "unto the end” will result in loss of 
salvation. Examples of this fact are multiplied in the 
Bible. 

"Angels which kept not their first estate” are now 
"reserved” unto the day of final "judgment” and de¬ 
struction. See Jude 6; Matthew 25:41-46. 

Prophets and priests who fell from their holy es¬ 
tate into unfaithfulness and dishonor were rejected of 
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God and doomed to eternal loss. 1 Samuel 2:27-31; 
3:13, 14. 

Disciples who turned their backs upon the paths of 
rectitude and right also turned from their own salva¬ 
tion. John 6:66-69; Luke 9:62. 

The minister who neglects his own soul and lapses 
into sin while seeking to save others will suffer 
eternal loss unless he repents. 1 Corinthians 9:27. 

Surely then individual persons who once partook 
of God’s Holy Power, who were "once enlightened” 
and who walked in righteousness and did that which 
was good and right, if they "fall away” and do that 
which is evil, wicked, and unrighteous, shall surely 
lose their souls. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
unless he repents, turns to the Lord in righteousness 
and continues therein, "enduring” unto death. See 
Hebrews 6:4-6; Ezekiel 18:20-24, 30-32. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

FAITH AND OBEDIENCE 


I am repeatedly told that one must have faith 
in God if he is to become a Christian. I believe in 
God but it seems to get me nowhere. I want to be a 
strong Christian, so what must I do to strengthen 
or increase my faith? Please advise me. 

Saving faith is a gift from God, and in every 
person the Lord implants a "measure of faith” suf¬ 
ficient to give him a start toward the kingdom of 
heaven. Romans 12:3. 

But like all successful Christian experiences, faith 
takes God at His word and acts upon that word. A liv¬ 
ing faith is action. God speaks, faith acts; God re¬ 
quests, faith obeys. Indeed "faith without works”—ac¬ 
tion—"is dead.” James 2:17-20. 

It is not enough simply to say I believe in God. 
"The devils also believe, and tremble,” but they do not 
love God and they do not live for Him nor obey Him. 
Verses 19, 20. Living faith "worketh by love” and 
proves its genuineness by obeying every God-given 
requirement. Galatians 5:6. 

If therefore you are to become a strong Christian 
and increase in faith, you must begin first by ac¬ 
cepting the Lord Christ as your personal Saviour; 
then proceed to live, enabled by His grace, in obedi¬ 
ence to every command and Christian principle as 
God gives you wisdom, enlightenment, and under¬ 
standing. For by these exercises alone does Christian 
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faith develop strength and reveal saving excellence. 
See Matthew 11:28-30; James 1:5, 6; Hebrews 6:12. 

I was once a happy and cheerful Christian, 
but now I am troubled, for my faith in God seems 
to be so weak. What’s wrong in cases like mine? 
And what must I do to recover? 

Faith has its enemies, and these can be very un¬ 
settling at times, even for the strongest Christian. 
And indeed if permitted to do so, they may rob him of 
his eternal happiness unless he develops adequate 
safeguards. Examples of the worst of these enemies 
of faith follow. 

1. Anger, resentment, and disregard for divine 
requirements destroyed Cain’s chances for saving 
faith. See Genesis 4:1-16. 

2. Profanity, immorality, and indifference to 
things sacred robbed Esau of his birthright and un¬ 
fitted him for heaven. See Genesis 25:30-34; Hebrews 
12:16. 

3. Greed for wealth, power, and prestige, and love 
for the honor of men more than faithfulness to God, 
resulted in Balaam’s undoing. See Numbers 22, 24. 

4. Disobedience, presumption, and rebellion in 
the matter of the Amalekites, and envy and resent¬ 
ment toward David, drove Israel’s King Saul to witch¬ 
craft and untimely suicide. See 1 Samuel 13:9; chap¬ 
ter 15; 18:10, 11; 19:10; chapter 28; 31:1-6. 

5. Anger, resentment, and blasphemy ruined Mrs. 
Job’s chances for permanent faith. Job 2:9, 10. 

6. Doubting and looking back almost sank the 
apostle Peter beneath the waves in death. Matthew 
14:28-31. 
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7. The spirit of jealous rivalry, unbelief, and fail¬ 
ure to pray shut out the power of God from the lives 
of the disciples, causing failure when they tried to cast 
the demon out of a lunatic boy. Matthew 17:14-21; 
Mark 9:19-24, 28, 29. 

8. And finally, deception, love of money, and will¬ 
ful misrepresentation by Ananias and his wife, Sap- 
phira, destroyed their faith and led both of them to 
instant death. Acts 5:1-11. 

These common enemies of faith strike out at 
Christians of all classes, and they are among Satan’s 
most effective traps for ensnaring and destroying the 
righteous. Look them over carefully, and if these or 
any other devices have weakened your faith in God, 
His counsel is, "Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works.” 
Make a new start toward the kingdom of heaven. 
"Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” "If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 

1 hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.” Revelation 2:5; Malachi 3:6, 7; 

2 Chronicles 7:14. 

Will you please tell me why some Christians 
have so many problems in this life? Often my 
trials cause me to wonder whether my faith is real 
and whether the Lord is still with me. I thought 
that when faith came it would keep one always 
strong and happy in the Lord. Please give me a 
Bible answer. 

The Christian must ever remember that the trial 
of his faith in the sight of the Lord is "more precious” 
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than fine gold tried in the fire. For when the trial of 
his faith is finished, the life of that servant of God 
will be "perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” Com¬ 
pare 1 Peter 1:7 with James 1:4. 

Sin is our worst enemy, but in the eternal past 
God decided that "affliction shall not rise up the 
second time.” Nahum 1:9. Once the experiment with 
sin is completed, evil will forever cease to exist. It is 
necessary therefore for our Lord to try very carefully 
the faith of every professed Christian to determine 
whether or not sin has been completely overcome and 
uprooted from the life. God must make sure that our 
faith is genuine and that our lives are fit for a place 
in the eternal kingdom. 

For these reasons the Christian is cautioned, "Be¬ 
loved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you.” 1 Peter 4:12. "For when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him.” James 
1 : 12 . 

It is natural, then, for a Christian to experience 
periods of trial and test. His faith requires it. "Cast 
not away therefore your confidence”; cling hopefully 
to your God in faith, even during fearsome trials, "for 
ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise.” Hebrews 
10:35-37; compare Revelation 3:10, 11. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

NEW BIRTH 
AND CONVERSION 

Will you please tell me what steps a person 
must take in oerder to be bom again, and also how 
one may know when God has accepted him? I will 
need Bible proof, if possible, for my children as 
well as for myself. Thank you. 

For an answer to this question, please turn to 
pages 58-61 and note the answers to the questions pre¬ 
sented. (The simple steps and making sure.) 

I joined the church at the invitation of the min¬ 
ister and am trying to follow his instructions in 
living like a Christian. But what am I to look for 
in my life to prove that my new birth experience is 
genuine? What should I call proof of conversion? 

At his creation, original man was made in the 
image and likeness of God. In physical form he was 
created in God’s image, and spiritually he was "like 
God” in character—holy, just, good, righteous, and 
lovely. By his disobedience and transgression man 
lost all of this, including the right to live. Genesis 
1:26, 27; Romans 5:12. 

In this sinful state man, left to himself, cannot 
discern "spiritual things,” is not capable of obeying a 
holy law, lives in "enmity against God,” and "cannot 
please God.” If this man is to be saved in God’s 
kingdom, great changes must come in his life; he 
must be "born again,” reborn from above, by power 
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sent from God. See 1 Corinthians 2:13, 14; Romans 
8:7, 8; John 3:3-8. 

When this man is "quickened” by the power of 
God's Holy Spirit and is led to confess his past sins 
and to request forgiveness in earnest prayers of faith, 
the Spirit enters his life and begins the work of re¬ 
making that man, of restoring the lost image and 
character-likeness of God. By the Spirit’s power, "all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness” are given 
him. When he begins developing a new sense of holi¬ 
ness, justice, goodness, and righteousness; when he 
begins to love his God and the things of God, and 
finds his greatest joy in obeying Him, witnessing for 
Him, and communing with God, that man is born 
again. These are abundant evidences of the genuine¬ 
ness of his conversion. See Ephesians 2:1, 5-8; 1 John 
1:9; 2 Peter 1:3, 4. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

REPENTANCE 
AND FORGIVENESS 

From a child I have felt that I had something 
to do in this world for the Lord. But later in life I 
got on the wrong road and fell to drinking. Now 
every time I think I am going to stop, someone 
drops by and I start all over again. Lately, I even 
dream about the end of the world and my own 
end, and often I see the Lord in my dreams. Can 
you help me find my way back to the Lord? 

Begin by deciding to surrender your life to your 
Lord. Then if you depend constantly on Him you can 
and you will win, for this promise is yours: "I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
Philippians 4:13. If this means that you must fight 
hard and long—and it may mean just that—then pre¬ 
pare for a series of hard-fought battles with self and 
vice. You may not win a complete victory all at once, 
but you must decide to win each time the fight with 
temptation is begun. 

Read the following promises also and accept each 
one by faith. John 3:16; 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; 
John 14:14, 15. 

Make these promises your very own! Review them 
regularly—morning, noon, and night. And each time 
you review them, in prayer to God renew your vow to 
be obedient unto death and ask for His keeping 
power. 

Next, each time you are tempted to return to sin, 
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pick up your Bible and reread those promises, or re¬ 
call them by memory; then on your knees, if possible, 
repeat your commitment to God, renew your vows, 
and ask Him to fulfill His promises in your life. To 
your amazement you may discover that as you are 
reading His promises and while you are renewing 
your vows to Him in prayer, the temptation to return 
to evil has vanished and dropped out of mind. The 
reason is simply this: you cannot yield to sin as long 
as you are at prayer and in communion with God. His 
power prevents you. You are now safely back on His 
side. Then read often 1 Corinthians 10:13 and 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:17. 

Is it a teaching of Scripture that one must go 
to a confessional or tell a fellow human being his 
private sins in order to be forgiven those sins? 

In Christian practice believers are admonished to 
"confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another.” James 5:16. And if any has offended an¬ 
other, he must first go alone to the offended party, 
acknowledge his guilt, and seek to resolve the diffi¬ 
culty. Matthew 18:15. It is also true that multitudes 
gathered unto John at Jordan, "confessing their sins,” 
and "were baptized of him.” Matthew 3:5, 6. Again, 
during the tumultuous uprisings at Ephesus harried 
Gentiles "came, and confessed, and shewed their 
deeds.” Acts 19:17, 18. But none of these experiences 
were labeled "going to confession.” In fact, neither 
the Lord nor any of His disciples or early followers 
ever set up an institution in the church to which be¬ 
lievers resorted systematically and regularly to make 
confessions and seek forgiveness for sins. 
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We must all accept acknowledgments of wrongs 
done to us, and forgive, and the church must do this 
also, for both are Christian practices. See Matthew 
6:14, 15; 18:15-18; Colossians 3:13. But while such an 
effort clears up offenses between brethren, it does not 
save the sinner nor absolve him of his guilt before 
God. Therefore, all sin must finally be cleared by con¬ 
fession to and forgiveness by our "Father . . . which is 
in heaven.” This alone saves the sinner from sin’s 
condemnation. Mark 11:25, 26; 1 John 1:9. 

Moreover, the Lord Himself taught that the only 
assistance needed when men confess sins and seek 
forgiveness is that which He and the Holy Spirit pro¬ 
vide. The Spirit moves the heart to seek forgiveness, 
and the Lord pleads His atoning death in the sinner’s 
behalf at the "right hand of God” the Father. Com¬ 
pare John 15:16; 16:23, 24; Romans 8:26, 27, 34. 

Obviously, then, going to a confessional set up by 
men purporting to forgive sins, and depending on that 
to assure one’s entry into heaven is entirely without 
Biblical foundation, and is therefore of dubious value. 
One observer succinctly affirms, "Remission of sins 
can be obtained only through the merits of Christ. To 
no man, to no body of men, is given power to free the 
soul from guilt.” See Acts 4:12. 

If one injures another by sinning against him 
secretly and is never discovered, is it right or nec¬ 
essary for the guilty party to confess his wrong 
and offer to make restitution? 

This is an instance where "let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth” applies. Matthew 
6:3. It is always safer to keep secret sins secret and 
confess them only to God, if the injuries that result 
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from revealing the wrong may prove to be more dam¬ 
aging to all parties than if it had remained secret. 

Indeed all things lawful are not always expedient; 
and if restitution is needful, let it be made anony¬ 
mously or through a third party who will not reveal 
names. Compare Matthew 6:3, 4 with 1 Corinthians 
6 : 12 . 

What happens if one is rebuffed and not re¬ 
ceived when he seeks forgiveness for a wrong he 
has done? Does God still hold it against him also? 

Our Lord has not promised that we will always be 
received by men when we seek forgiveness for the 
wrongs we have done to them. His counsel is, "And as 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise.” Luke 6:31. Each Christian, therefore, 
is expected to do his duty as God counsels and to leave 
results to Him. 

Because God delights in mercy we can be sure that 
when we act according to His will our God always ac¬ 
cepts our efforts and will judge us on the basis of our 
individual deeds. See Micah 7:18; Ezekiel 18:30-32. 

I have always heard that the sin against the 
Holy Ghost is the only sin that God cannot forgive. 
But what about the sin of self-murder or suicide? 
Can God forgive that? 

It is the teaching of Scripture that "all manner of 
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but 
the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men.” Matthew 12:31. This sin cannot 
be forgiven for the reason that when by persistent 
and determined evil the Holy Spirit is rebuffed so 
that He departs from the heart, there remains no other 
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agent present to lead the sinner to God. So he dies in 
his unforgiven state. See John 16:7-11, 13. 

Forgiveness results from repentance and confes¬ 
sion of sins to God. See Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9. Usually 
a person who murders himself and dies instantly has 
not had time for repentance and confession of sins. 
Then how could he be forgiven? Yet if after mortally 
wounding himself one lives long enough to repent of 
his act, confess his wrong, and request God’s forgive¬ 
ness in faith, then the Lord’s promises of forgiveness 
certainly apply to him. 

The mind that can coldly and deliberately refuse 
repentance and choose suicide can hardly be the heart 
in which the Spirit of God dwells. Had God’s Spirit 
been in that life, suicide would never have been at¬ 
tempted. But again it should be noted that in the case 
of the morbid condition of mind resulting from a 
mental derangement in which a person is incapable of 
being responsible for his acts, we can hardly hold him 
accountable for self-murder. 

We can only leave such matters to the justice and 
mercy of God. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

GRACE 


Why is the term "grace” so often referred to as 
unmerited favor? To date I have found no one who 
could tell me exactly what the favor is. Perhaps 
you can tell me. I hopefully await your reply. 

After he was cast out of heaven Satan sought fur¬ 
ther to embarrass God by dragging into sin the newly 
created man, who was the special object of divine 
love. So Eve and her husband were seduced into 
transgression and beguiled into the ranks of rebellion 
against God; now they and their offspring are en¬ 
slaved to Satan and must pay with their lives for 
their transgression, as will all the hosts of evil. Reve¬ 
lation 12:7-12; Romans 6:16; 8:6-8; Matthew 25:41. 

And so it was that just as Satan took advantage of 
innocent man to deceive him into sin and rebellion, so 
a just and righteous God took advantage of the evil 
designs of Satan and offered deceived man a way out 
of his dilemma. In His great mercy toward helpless 
and undeserving human beings God offers pardon and 
forgiveness to transgressors through the merits and 
atoning sacrifice of His Son. Romans 5:8-12; 1 Corin¬ 
thians 10:13. 

If fallen man will believe on the Son and accept 
His pardon and forgiveness by faith, he will be "ac¬ 
counted” a righteous son of God and a "joint-heir” 
with Christ the Son to a divine inheritance of eternal 
life in a sinless world without end. This is the favor of 
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grace, of marvelous grace sent from the loving heart 
of God. John 3:16; Romans 8:17; James 2:5. 

Often one hears, "We live today not in the dis¬ 
pensation of the law but in the dispensation of 
grace." Will you please tell me what is meant by 
the "dispensation of grace"? 

The phrase "dispensation of the grace of God” ap¬ 
pears once, referring to the stewardship, or the work 
of a steward (see pages 51, 52), by which the Lord ar¬ 
ranged to have the apostle Paul carry the gospel of 
saving grace to the Gentiles. See Ephesians 2:17; 
3:1-3. 

In a usage common today, the expression "dispen¬ 
sation of grace” refers to the gospel of salvation as 
taught by the Lord Christ and the apostles, as op¬ 
posed to and contrasted with the "dispensation of 
law” (not a Biblical phrase), which has reference to 
the Levitical system of religion under which Moses 
directed Israel. 

In practice, the term "dispensation of grace” has 
become a thinly veiled subterfuge by which too many 
persons hope to evade obeying the moral law of the 
Ten Commandments, particularly the fourth com¬ 
mand. This fallacious thinking will prove fatal, for 
the reason that it presumes that the ten-command¬ 
ment law has been done away with and that by grace 
men are now saved. Such thinking fails to take into ac¬ 
count the fact that grace is not needed where there is 
no law to tell what sin is and to point the sinner to 
the Saviour. See Romans 7:7; Galatians 3:24. 

Grace is God’s mercy, which pardons and forgives 
undeserving sinful beings. Sin is transgression of the 
law (1 John 3:4); it is "unrighteousness” (chap. 5:17); 
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it is omission and digression from obedience to God 
(.James 4:17, etc.), and apart from the law sin does not 
exist. Romans 4:15; 5:13. 

Clearly, then, if the law is done away with, there is 
no sin. And if there is no sin, then grace is not needed. 
And where grace is not needed, no Saviour is neces¬ 
sary. But since ''all” men have sinned (Romans 3:23; 
5:12), the Saviour’s grace is still needed. And since 
the law tells what sin is, Christians must obey its 
precepts or be guilty of sin. Romans 7:7. Therefore, as 
long as sin exists and men are sinners, the Saviour’s 
holy law (Romans 7:12) and saving grace must work 
together. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND HOLINESS 

When speaking of the good life in Christ, some 
Christians refer to themselves as being both sanc¬ 
tified and holy at the same time. What is the basic 
difference, if any, between these two words in 
Christian experience? 

In both Old and New Testament usage three 
words appear prominently in the dedications of per¬ 
sons and material substances to the services of God 
and to holiness. They are separation, consecration, 
and sanctification. These words are sometimes used, 
apparently, to mean essentially the same thing. 

To "consecrate . . . and sanctify” Aaron and his 
sons to the service of the tabernacle carries the same 
meaning as "separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.” See Exodus 
28:4, 41; Acts 13:2. 

Consecration was the ritualistic ceremony, the or¬ 
dination, if you will, by which these men were set 
aside for God’s service. 

Sanctification, being a work of the Holy Ghost, 
was the spiritual separation, the setting apart from 
the common life for the sacred. Romans 15:16. 

Consecration and ordination, then, represent the 
initial service of dedication; sanctification is the con¬ 
tinuing, Spirit-directed dedication of self unto God for 
service. Because it is continual, this latter experience 
is the work of a lifetime. 
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Sanctified persons, therefore, under the Spirit’s di¬ 
rection become "holy men,” living dedicated, clean 
lives, growing daily in grace, "perfecting holiness” in 
the fear of God. See Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 7:1. 

Sanctified persons die daily to sin and live daily 
for God. Holiness is the growing, the abiding result. 1 
Thessalonians 5:23; 1 Corinthians 15:31; Romans 
6:19-22. 

One often hears it said that only holy persons 
will be saved in the kingdom of God. Does this 
mean that in order to be saved one must join one 
of the Holiness churches? What is the meaning of 
holiness, anyway? 

It is a teaching of Scripture that without holiness 
"no man shall see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14. But the 
term holiness referred to here is not the name of a 
body of believers or a denomination, nor is it a reli¬ 
gious title that one takes unto himself. 

Holiness is a relationship conferred upon persons 
and objects that have been separated from a common 
use for an exclusively sacred use, for the honor and 
glory of God, and for sacred functions and services. 
Holiness has been said to be "wholeness for God.” 
Hence, when at Sinai the Hebrew nation entered into 
a covenant relationship with God to be His people and 
He their God, they became God’s "holy nation.” Ex¬ 
odus 19:6; Leviticus 20:24; Deuteronomy 7:6-9. 

When individuals separate themselves from sin’s 
way to serve only the living God, they become His 
"holy people.” Deuteronomy 28:9; Isaiah 62:12; 1 
Peter 1:15, 16. 

When the tabernacle was dedicated to Jehovah in 
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the wilderness at Sinai its two compartments became 
the Lord’s "holy” places. Exodus 26:33; Hebrews 
9:2, 3. 

And when the first seventh day in time was set 
apart for the worship of Jehovah, that day and every 
subsequent seventh day of time became the Lord’s 
"holy day.” Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 
58:13. 

Clearly, therefore, persons and objects become 
holy only when they are dedicated and accepted of 
God for divine use, because He declares them holy. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

BAPTISM 


Is it true that a person cannot he saved who 
has not been baptized; or to put the question an¬ 
other way , can a person be saved without baptism, 
and is it essential to salvation? 

When the Lord said, "Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king¬ 
dom of God,” the baptismal rite became an essential 
element in the new-birth experience, and therefore 
became a positive condition to be met if one enters 
the heavenly kingdom. John 3:5. 

Yet when our Lord promised a home in Paradise 
to the penitent thief on the cross who had not been 
and could not then be baptized, an exception to the 
rule seems to have been established. Luke 23:43. It 
may be concluded, then, that except for extreme cases 
where it is physically impossible to be administered, 
the rite is prerequisite to entrance into heaven, and 
therefore essential to human salvation. 

Some teach that one is saved by baptism, 
others say that baptism must follow after one has 
been saved. What is the truth in this matter? 
Please give Bible proof. 

The Scriptures teach, "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God.” Ephesians 2:8. Grace is the favor by which 
our Lord receives and forgives the penitent sinner. 
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Faith is the hand by which the penitent takes hold of 
and accepts God’s gracious forgiveness. Baptism is 
public acknowledgment that the sinner has died to 
his past sinful life; that his sins have been washed 
away in the water, buried; and further that he is now 
raised to a new life for God, having "put on Christ” 
and entered into the body of believers of the Chris¬ 
tian church. See Romans 6:3, 4; Acts 22:16; Galatians 
3:27. 

It is clear, therefore, that baptism does not save; it 
is a testimony to acceptance of salvation. 

Since we do not find that infant baptism is 
forbidden in Scripture, would it not be the correct 
thing to do to baptize infants and thus assure 
them a place in the kingdom of God? After all , 
many little ones die in infancy. 

It is true that the Bible does not forbid infant bap¬ 
tism; it is also true that there is no command nor re¬ 
quest for the practice in Scripture; neither the Lord, 
nor the apostles, nor the early Christians authorized 
the practice or engaged in baptizing infants. John the 
Baptist, who, according to Scripture, appears to be the 
first to baptize, and the disciples of Jesus who bap¬ 
tized required all who presented themselves for bap¬ 
tism to "bring forth . . . fruits meet for repentance,” 
and to be taught the principles of faith and obedience 
to God before baptism. Since infants are incapable of 
repentance and cannot yet be taught the principles of 
faith, and since baptism alone is not a means of sal¬ 
vation, no useful purpose is served by baptizing un- 
teachable little ones. See and compare Matthew 3:4- 
10; Acts 2:38; Matthew 28:19, 20. 
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I notice that some ministers baptize in the 
name of the Lord Jesus only, and others employ 
the names of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost when they administer the rite. Can you 
show from Scripture which usage is right and 
proper? 

In His commission to the disciples, which is also 
called the ''great commission to the church on earth,” 
our Lord taught that candidates for church member¬ 
ship must be taught and baptized "in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” hence 
on the authority of the Trinity. Matthew 28:19, 20. 
This commission therefore requires persons of "all 
nations,” including pagans and idolaters, to respect 
the sovereignty and authority of the full Trinity as 
opposed to false gods who were previously worshiped. 

Yet because the Jews had great difficulty ac¬ 
cepting the crucified Christ as the real Messiah, the 
apostle Peter and some other disciples laid stress on 
the name of the Lord Christ when they baptized their 
fellow countrymen, to make sure that the Jew was 
fully aware that he was becoming a follower of the 
crucified and risen Lord, and thus a Christian. See 
Acts 2:38; 19:1-5. Thus the Jew who already acknowl¬ 
edged Jehovah and the Holy Spirit on becoming a 
Christian must give proof of acceptance of Christ by 
being baptized in His name. 

Does a person have to join a church in order to 
be saved? 

Salvation comes to man through faith in the grace 
of Christ and the experience called the new birth. 
Ephesians 2:5-8; John 3:1-8. The new-birth experi- 
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ence requires acceptance of Christ through repent¬ 
ance and forgiveness of past sins, and also baptism 
into the church of Christian believers. Acts 3:19; 1 
John 1:9; John 3:15; Romans 6:3-11. 

Baptism by water into Christ is called "putting on 
Christ,” thus it becomes the "door into the church,” 
which is the united body of Christian believers. Mat¬ 
thew 28:19, 20; Galatians 3:7. It is therefore ex¬ 
tremely difficult to imagine a saved person who is not 
also a member of the Lord’s church. 

Doubtless the only exception to this process of ac¬ 
cepting Christ’s salvation is a case such as the thief 
on the cross, who died believing on the Lord Christ 
but who never had an opportunity to be baptized into 
His church. Luke 23:39-43. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE SABBATH 


Is there any commandment in the New Testa¬ 
ment from God or from Christ or the apostles for 
Christians to keep the seventh day of the week as 
the Sabbath? 

Over and over again the Lord and His apostles en¬ 
couraged Christians to obey the ten-commandment 
law, of which the Sabbath law is a part. See Matthew 
5:17-19; 19:16-20; John 14:15; 15:10; Romans 7:12; 
James 2:10-12. 

But there is no specific New Testament repetition 
of the Sabbath command as such, for the simple 
reason that it was already being kept by Jews and 
Christians alike. It was the Lord’s "custom” (Luke 
4:16); the disciples "rested the sabbath day according 
to the commandment” (Luke 23:56); and both Jews 
and Gentile converts regularly observed the Sabbath 
day. Acts 13:42-44; 17:2. 

However, the Lord, knowing that persecution 
would overtake the Jews and His followers, urged 
them for their own good and for the continued sanc¬ 
tity of His holy day, to "pray . . . that your flight be not 
in the winter, neither on the sabbath day.” Matthew 
24:20. 

It was in a.d. 66 that the calamities envisioned by 
the Lord began to break upon the once "holy city,” Je¬ 
rusalem. Thus the Lord of the Sabbath expected His 
followers to be keeping His holy day thirty-five years 
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after His death. And faithful Christians today honor 
this request of the Lord as surely as did the faithful 
who fled Jerusalem in a.d. 66 and escaped the de¬ 
struction of the city in a.d. 70. 

Do we have any way of knowing exactly what 
day the Lord Christ kept as the Sabbath day? 

It must be remembered that our Lord was born 
and reared a Palestinian Jew. His worship was that 
of first-century Jews—that is, He attended the syna¬ 
gogue services on the age-old seventh day of the 
week, which is Saturday on our calendars, and which 
is the same day that is observed by Orthodox Jews 
to this day. Luke 4:16. 

The Jews, keeping this day in unbroken cycles 
from their earliest antiquity, could not have lost 
track of the day. 

When it is remembered that the Lord was cru¬ 
cified on the day called the "preparation day," the day 
before the Sabbath—that is, Friday, the sixth day of 
the week—and that He arose early the first day of the 
week, which is Sunday on our calendar, it must follow 
that the seventh day, the day our Lord kept, is Satur¬ 
day. See Luke 23:46-54; 24:1-7. 

When one changes over from Sundaykeeping 
to observing the seventh-day Sabbath, is the day to 
be kept the same way, or does he keep the Sabbath 
differently? Please explain and furnish refer¬ 
ences. 

Unlike Sundaykeeping, in which part of the fore¬ 
noon is sometimes spent at worship and the re¬ 
maining hours are treated much like other days of 
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the week, true Sabbathkeeping requires that the full 
day be kept holy for the honor and worship of the 
Creator. This requires planning and preparation; 
hence the Hebrews referred to the day preceding the 
Sabbath as "the preparation.” Luke 23:54. 

On "the preparation” day the Hebrews brought 
secular labor to a halt, set their homes in order, laid 
aside routine duties, prepared food for two days, made 
ready their Sabbath clothing and even groomed their 
bodies and minds to be ready for the Sabbath rest. 
These preparations are still implied in the Sabbath 
command. See Exodus 20:8-11; 16:16, 21-25; Isaiah 
58:12-14. 

Historically and presently, devout Christians ap¬ 
propriately greet the approaching sacred hours of the 
Sabbath on Friday at sunset with short family devo- 
tionals, or they gather in formal vesper worship in 
the church sanctuary. Leviticus 23:32. 

After personal rededication and meditation on 
Sabbath morning, the worshipers report for group 
"study of the word” in Sabbath school and for the ex¬ 
change of personal providential leadings with fellow 
believers. Formal worship follows in which believers 
are edified and gather inspiration from hymns of 
praise, prayer, and general exhortations from the pul¬ 
pit. Sabbath afternoons are appropriately given to 
ministry to the sick, to shut-ins and the needy, to 
Christian youth development, and to general lay- 
Christian activities. See Psalm 95:1-3, 6; Nehemiah 
8:8; Matthew 12:1, 2. 

I am a nurse and work only part time because 
of family responsibilities. A semi-invalid wants 
me to take care of her daily, including Sabbaths. 
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Would it be safe to accept this job even if it pre¬ 
vented regular attendance at church for a time? 

While ministry to the sick and the invalid is a 
work of mercy and is permissible on Sabbaths, no 
Christian is justified in accepting employment that 
will deprive him of needed spiritual refreshing and 
fellowship with believers in worship over excessively 
long periods of time. See Matthew 12:10-13; Hebrews 
10:24, 25. 

Usually in hospitals and nursing homes where 
nursing care is continuous, provisions are made for 
rotating work assignments so that employees may 
have time off for worship and other responsibilities. 
Private cases are also to be treated in the same way. 

Christian physicians, nurses, and nursing aides 
will also plan their work in such a way that only such 
duties will be performed during the sacred hours as 
are required for the immediate relief and care of the 
sick. Needless general labor that can safely wait will 
be avoided on the Sabbath. Exodus 20:9, 10. 

Should a good Christian soldier dig foxholes 
on the Sabbath, or a Christian medic restock his 
supplies on the Sabbath when there are others 
around who could do it? 

Questions like the above are often difficult to an¬ 
swer by persons at a distance and not involved with 
the problem, because circumstances leading up to and 
surrounding the problem cannot easily be evaluated. 

The true Christian always puts the honor of his 
God first, but this may actually involve digging a fox¬ 
hole and restocking his medical supplies on the Sab¬ 
bath, if such actions contribute immediately to minis- 
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tering to the wounded, sick, and dying. Our Lord 
never hesitated to engage in aiding the afflicted 
during the holy hours. Matthew 12:9-13. 

War and military service create life-and-death 
emergencies; the Christian will treat these as the 
case requires and with dispatch. When there is no 
emergency or need for immediate action to save life 
or to minister to the wounded and needy, action will 
be delayed, and God will still be honored. 

Since it is true that night and day exist at the 
same time on opposite sides of the earth , how do 
peoples living in these areas keep the same Sab¬ 
bath? How do men keep the Sabbath near the 
poles where for weeks at a time the winter sun never 
rises and the summer sun never sets? 

Since it is impossible for the sun’s rays to reach 
more than half of this ball called earth at the same 
time, there is day on one half and night on the other 
half of this planet simultaneously, all of the time. 
And since the Sabbath is regulated by the sun and 
not by clocks, whenever and wherever the seventh 
sunset of the week rolls around, then and there the 
sacred hours of rest begin. See Leviticus 23:32; Mark 
1:21-32. 

Even in the polar regions, where there are weeks 
or months without darkness in summer and without 
sunlight in winter, there is always sufficient indica¬ 
tion of the movement of the sun above or below the 
horizon, as well as the motions of the stars, to mark 
the passing and the beginning of the day. The people 
who live in the polar regions experience no difficulty 
in keeping track of the twenty-four-hour day or of the 
days of the week and of the weekly day of rest. 
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I believe that Saturday is the seventh day, but 
what confuses me is that while some people are 
going to church on Sabbath it is night in some 
other part of the world and the Sabbath has 
passed. Why? 

Like a wheel on its axle, the earth is always 
turning. It is always day on the side of the earth that 
faces the sun as it turns, while the darkness of night 
appears on the side that is turned away from the sun. 
The Sabbath begins with sunset (Leviticus 23:32) and 
continues until the next sunset. And so, wherever 
sunset of the seventh day overtakes the worshipers, 
the sacred hours have arrived for them in that place, 
and as the earth continues to turn, that sunset brings 
the Sabbath to the people farther and farther west. 

The daily east-to-west movement of the hours, 
along with the sun, is easily explained because nowa¬ 
days we are quite familiar with time zones. For 
example, when the sun stands nearest overhead at 
Philadelphia, it is noon there (by Eastern Standard 
Time), but it is only 11:00 A M. in Chicago (by Central 
Standard Time). It will take another hour to bring 
noon to Chicago, two hours to bring the sun overhead 
at Denver, and three hours to bring it to San Fran¬ 
cisco. Thus every day begins (or ends) on the West 
Coast three hours after it has begun (or ended) on the 
East Coast. 

No one is confused about New Year’s Day by the 
fact that when Philadelphia welcomes the New Year 
at midnight, the old year still has three hours to go in 
San Francisco before the bells and whistles sound 
there. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

SUNDAY— 

THE "FIRST DAY" 

Why does the Bible say "Remember the sab¬ 
bath day, to keep it holy/* and does not say keep 
Sunday, when the Lord, who knows all things, 
must have known that Sunday would be kept by 
almost everybody? 

The Lord said specifically, ''Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy,” and not Sunday, for the reason 
that from the Creation He chose the seventh day of 
the week as His Sabbath rest, and not the first day. 
Before sin disturbed this planet, and long before the 
name Sunday was given to the first day of the week, 
the Creator had named the seventh day ''the sab¬ 
bath.” The Bible says, ''God blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from 
all his work which God created and made.” Genesis 
2:1-3; compare Exodus 16:26, 29. 

The seventh day is to be remembered not only as 
God’s holy rest day but also as a memorial of His 
creative acts, a continuous reminder to mankind that 
God is his Creator and that worship and adoration are 
alone due to Him. Exodus 20:1-3, 8-11. 

On the other hand, the first day of the week 
marked the beginning of God’s creative works, and 
according to Scripture it will ever remain one of "the 
six working days.” Genesis 1:3-5; Ezekiel 46:1. Mil¬ 
lenniums after Creation the name Sunday was given 
to this day by idolatrous astrologers, and henceforth 
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the day has been associated with pagan gods and 
their adoration. 

Did not that meeting of the disciples in the 
upper chamber on the first day of the week show 
that a change in worship had been made from the 
seventh day to Sunday the first day in honor of the 
Lord*s resurrection? 

The apostle John in his Gospel informs us that the 
disciples were gathered on that first day of the week, 
not to worship in honor of the Lord’s resurrection, 
but "for fear of the Jews.” John 20:19. 

Notice the rendering of this passage in modern- 
speech translations. The Phillips translation says, "In 
the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples 
had met together with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews. Jesus came and stood in the middle of them and 
said, 'Peace be with you!’ ” * The New English Bible 
tells us that "late that Sunday evening, when the dis¬ 
ciples were together behind locked doors, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them.”t 

These translations make it abundantly clear that 
the disciples were not initiating a new era of worship 
upon the first day of the week; neither were they hon¬ 
oring the Lord’s resurrection. Instead they were act¬ 
ually in hiding from the authorities who had mur¬ 
dered their Lord, fearing lest they also should be 
apprehended and similarly punished. Moreover, some 
of the disciples were not sure that the Lord had arisen, 
even when so informed by witnesses. See John 20:9, 
24-29; Mark 16:11-14. 


* From: The New Testament in Modern English. r Vj J. B. PhillipB 1968. Used by permission of 
The Macmillan Company. 

+ From: The New English Bible. <F) The Delegatee of the Oxford University Press and the Syn¬ 
dics of the Cambridge University Press 1970. Reprinted by permission. 
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Again, it is of special interest to note the timing of 
this meeting. By the strictly Hebrew method of reck¬ 
oning time, it fell really on the second day of the 
week. Keep in mind that the Jewish day begins with 
the "evening,” at sunset, or the dark part of the day, 
and ends with the following sunset. See Genesis 1:5, 
8, 13, etc.; Leviticus 23:32. The Lord arose "upon the 
first day of the week, very early in the morning,” be¬ 
fore the women reached the tomb with their embalm¬ 
ing "spices.” See Luke 24:1-7. This was a Sunday 
morning resurrection. That same "evening,” which 
was "late that Sunday evening, when the disciples 
were together behind locked doors, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them.” John 
20:19, New English Bible. "Late that Sunday eve¬ 
ning” was well past sunset of Sunday, and was act¬ 
ually the early part, or the dark part, and the begin¬ 
ning of the second day. 

When Paul requested the believers to set aside 
weekly collections on Sunday, the first day of the 
week, as in 1 Corinthians 16:2, was he not giving 
support to Sunday worship? 

This request for a weekly collection of goods or 
funds to be put "in store” each first day of the week 
—Sunday—so that all would be ready for the apostle 
upon his arrival is really not an argument for Sunday 
observance at all. On the contrary, it is a strong bid 
for systematic giving, and in this instance it is gath¬ 
ering an offering for the poor in Jerusalem. 

Because an ardent believer might not be expected 
to do accounting on the Sabbath to determine how 
much "God hath prospered him” during the week, or 
to transact exchanges of produce into money in the 
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market places during the hours of worship, the 
apostle urges that this business be done on the "first 
day of the week,” which was one of the common 
"working days.” See Nehemiah 13:17-21; Ezekiel 
46:1. 

Such conversions of produce into coins or money 
would be necessary since produce could not be con¬ 
veyed by the apostle on his long journey to Jeru¬ 
salem. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE SECOND COMING 
OF CHRIST 

Are we to take the return of the Lord to the 
earth literally as spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16, 17, or is not this the "secret rapture” we often 
hear of today? 

When this passage is compared with related refer¬ 
ences to the return of our Lord to earth, we are com¬ 
pelled to say that His second coming is no "secret” 
rapture, but a literal, visible, bodily return to earth, 
which every living eye shall behold. See Acts 1:9-11; 
Revelation 1:7. 

In the passage given here the apostle is describing 
the manner and purpose of the Lord’s return. The 
Lord Christ triumphantly descends in glory, visible to 
all, as the earth is wastingly convulsed and shaken in 
its revolutions. Revelation 6:14-17; 16:17-21. By what 
means all will see Him, whether successively or, 
by a miracle, all at once, we are not told. At His voice 
the redeemed dead from all ages are resurrected first. 
Then, "changed in a moment,” the living, waiting be¬ 
lievers are "caught up” and join the risen saints to 
"meet the Lord in the air.” From that meeting in space, 
the redeemed are taken to Paradise with the Lord. 
See also Matthew 24:30, 31; John 14:1-3. 

When Jesus comes will He act as a judge who 
hears cases and makes a judgment, or does He 
come to give out rewards to human beings? 
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The right to judge all human beings is a responsi¬ 
bility that belongs to the Lord Christ, and this in¬ 
cludes deciding what one’s reward shall be and the 
executing or passing on of that reward. In the first in¬ 
stance the Lord decides whether the verdict is life or 
death; and in the second, He carries out that judg¬ 
ment and gives the reward. The first phase of the 
judgment is the investigation of the records in heaven 
before the Lord returns; and the second is administra¬ 
tive, to render the rewards at His coming. Compare 
John 5:22, 26, 27; Ezekiel 18:30; Revelation 20:12, 13; 
2 Thessalonians 2:8. 

Will you please explain to me what the Lord 
means when He says that He will come as a thief 
in the night? 

This passage is given to warn men to be ready at 
all times and to live in an attitude of expectancy for 
Christ’s return to earth. For as a thief’s appearance is 
unsuspected and comes as a surprise, so with the sec¬ 
ond coming of the Lord to this earth. The Lord’s re¬ 
turn will be unexpected and surprising only to those 
who fail to heed His counsel to watch and be ready. 
Mark 13:31-37; Luke 12:37-40. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE MILLENNIUM 


In my Sunday school class a question arose 
about the millennium. I have since made a rather 
careful search and have not so much as found the 
word in my Bible. Maybe you can tell me why the 
word is in use in religion , and how it applies? 

You observe correctly when you fail to find the 
word millennium in the Scriptures. It is not there. 
The word is simply a theological expression derived 
from the Latin mille anni, meaning "a thousand 
years,” and is applied to the prophetic era of 1,000 
years that is brought to view in Revelation 20:1-7. 

The word is employed to reduce into one signifi¬ 
cant term or expression the dramatic story of Reve¬ 
lation, chapters 19 and 20. These chapters describe 
how the present reign of sin ends with Armageddon, 
in which the enemies of God defy the armies of heaven 
and are destroyed, while the redeemed are taken up to 
be with the Lord in Paradise; Satan is bound for a 
thousand years on earth, which has thus been emptied 
of human beings; at the end of which period all sin and 
sinners are purged by those fires that purify the 
earth, thus making it ready for a final remaking as the 
permanent home of the saved. This composite and 
convenient word millennium says much in little. See 
also Malachi 4:1-3; 2 Peter 3:2-14. See pages 99, 100 
for the events of the millennium. 
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Recently I heard a person say that the devil 
will be locked up for a thousand years. Is that 
found in the Bible, and if so, what does it mean, 
and when does it take place? 

In Revelation 20:2 information is given that Satan 
will be bound "a thousand years.” This is a figurative 
statement intended to show that after the Lord Christ 
returns to earth and takes His followers back to 
heaven—at which time also all evil men are destroyed 
at His coming and the earth is desolated by the final 
upheavals of nature—Satan will be left here on the 
earth in solitude except for the presence of evil an¬ 
gels. Having no human beings to tempt and lure into 
sin anymore, and being unable to escape from his 
prison, which is the devastated earth, he is said to be 
"bound.” At the end of this 1,000-year period he is re¬ 
leased when the wicked dead are resurrected, and 
upon their revolt all are subsequently destroyed by 
fire. See Revelation 20:1-15. Compare 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 2:8. 

In a discussion of the millennium with a 
group of friends, the conclusion was reached that 
it would be the time when the Jewish nation 
would be re-established in the earth and all men 
would be at peace, enjoy prosperity, and be saved. 
The Jewish nation today is already re-established 
in Palestine, but instead of being at peace, there 
is a constant struggle with the Arabs. Now I am 
more confused than ever. 

The Bible itself has a clear answer to your ques¬ 
tion. Note the following: 

1. The 1,000 years of Revelation 20, or millen- 
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nium, is preceded by the return of the ''King of kings 
and Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:11-16. This will be a 
visible, personal coming. See Acts 1:9-11; Revela¬ 
tion 1:7. 

2. At the return of Christ all men who have not 
accepted Him as their Saviour will die. Revelation 
19:19-21. 

3. Those who have accepted Christ will be resur¬ 
rected and taken to heaven to reign with Him for 
1,000 years. Revelation 20:4-6; 1 Thessalonians 
4:15-17. 

4. During the millennium Satan is "bound,” or 
confined to this earth. Inasmuch as the ungodly are 
all dead and the saved are all in heaven, he will have 
no one to deceive. Revelation 20:2, 3. 

5. During this time the earth will be desolate and 
in a chaotic state. Revelation 20:3, 5; compare with 
chapters 6:14; 16:17-21. 

6. In heaven with the Lord, the redeemed will as¬ 
sist in the "judgment” of the fallen men and angels. 
Revelation 20:4; compare 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3. 

7. At the end of the thousand years the Lord will 
return to the earth accompanied by the redeemed and 
the New Jerusalem. Revelation 20:9; 21:2. 

8. Back on the earth again, the Lord raises all of 
the reprobate dead in "the second resurrection” to re¬ 
ceive their final punishment. Revelation 20:5, 6, 8, 
12, 13. 

9. By this event Satan is "loosed” from his being 
,r bound” and proceeds to lure the resurrected sinners 
to attack the city of God. Revelation 20:3, 7, 8. 

10. Fire rains from heaven and forms a lake in 
which Satan and his host perish in the eternal "sec¬ 
ond death.” Revelation 20:9, 10, 13-15. See also Rev- 
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elation 21:8; Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:7, 10-12. 

11. When the fires of hell have burned out and 
evil men and angels are reduced to ashes, the earth is 
purified of sin’s defilement. It is then recreated to be¬ 
come the new home of the saved of all peoples. See 
Revelation 21:1-5; 2 Peter 3:13. Compare with Gala¬ 
tians 3:16, 27-29; Romans 2:28, 29; 1 Peter 2:5. 

It is thus clear from the Bible itself that the Jews 
will not reign on earth during the millennium and 
that none will be converted during that time. All have 
an opportunity now to make that fateful choice. How 
about you? 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE HOME OF THE SAVED 


When one thinks of the many Christians who 
have died in past ages and of those living today, 
one is tempted to ask, Will the Holy City really be 
large enough to house all who go to heaven? 

It is not promised that the redeemed of earth will 
spend eternity in the Holy City, New Jerusalem. 
Doubtless saved men will be taken there when the 
Lord returns the second time, and they will spend a 
thousand years or more with the Father and the Son 
in heavenly Paradise before returning to the earth. 
Revelation 20:6; 21:2, 3. 

It is the cleansed, purified, and recreated earth 
that is to become the permanent home of the saved. 
Our Lord said, "Blessed are the meek: for they shall 
inherit the earth.” Matthew 5:5; Proverbs 11:31. 
Since all water areas will be greatly diminished in 
size when this planet is refurbished, there will be 
much more land available than at present, sufficient 
for all. 2 Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 21:1. 

Moreover, the measure (perhaps the circumfer¬ 
ence) of the New Jerusalem is said to be 12,000 fur¬ 
longs, or stadia (a measure of almost 1/8 mile in 
length), thus almost 350 miles on each of the four 
sides. Since the Lord said, "In my Father’s house are 
many mansions,” one can be sure that there is room 
enough for all, or that the Lord will make more room, 
if need be. Revelation 21:16; John 14:2, 3. 
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My question is, What about remarriages 
among Christ's people? I cannot picture two hus¬ 
bands or two wives and all in the same heaven. 
Surely if we shall know each other there we shall 
also recognize them as loved ones with whom we 
have lived; and this will not be good. Please send 
me information on this subject. 

Yours is one of many questions for which there is 
hardly any entirely satisfying answer. Remarriage or 
second marriages were not in God’s original plan for 
man, but were the result of sin. Certainly remarriage 
after the death of one’s partner is not sin (1 Corinthi¬ 
ans 7:39), but there would have been no death if man 
had not sinned. And the results of sin have to be dealt 
with whether we like it or not. 

The apostle Paul faced it squarely and advised: "I 
say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good 
for them if they abide even as I”—it is assumed here 
that he was either unmarried or a widower—"But if 
they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to 
marry than to burn.” 1 Corinthians 7:7-9; also verses 
2, 39. Note that this involves second marriages also. 

This does not recognize the validity of polygamy 
or a plurality of wives or husbands, but it must be 
clear that remarriage under certain circumstances is 
perfectly Biblical. According to the Bible the previous 
marriage is validly dissolved in two ways: by death, 
or by divorce upon a partner’s unfaithfulness to the 
marriage vow. Romans 7:2, 3; Matthew 19:9. 

But just what disposition the Lord will make of 
such families, should parties involved in both mar¬ 
riages be saved in God’s kingdom, has not been 
clearly indicated. All we know is that there will be no 
jealousy or unhappiness there. Even in cases of im- 
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proper second marriages already existing we must re¬ 
member that "the Lord has a thousand ways to work 
for His people where we see only one,” and we can 
rest assured that He who forgives the sinner knows 
how to care for both the sin and the forgiven saint. 
Let us then freely trust His wisdom. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE 

During the first few months of our marriage 
we were very happy. But now a change is creeping 
in, and spats and ugly differences are threatening 
our union. In all honesty, there is edginess on both 
sides. What advice can you offer to help us keep 
our marriage intact? We both go to church. 

Adjustments of individual differences in the early 
stages of matrimony are often difficult for most cou¬ 
ples. But because of God-given principles to govern 
human relationships and general Christian orienta¬ 
tion, believers have the advantage over unbelievers, 
who are usually unaware of Christian guidelines. 
Yet, if married couples will individually test the fol¬ 
lowing Heaven-sent rules on happy home life, prob¬ 
lems of adjustments in matrimony may be achieved 
with relative ease. 

1. The institutions of marriage and the home orig¬ 
inated with God. Keep them godly! See Matthew 
19:5, 6; Genesis 2:18-24. 

2. Establish your own home even if you need to 
rent a room. Genesis 2:24. 

3. Continue the early attentions of your courting 
love. Keep love growing for the two of you, only! 1 
Peter 4:8; 1 Corinthians 7:34; Romans 12:10. 

4. Remember, matrimony is God-enjoined. There¬ 
fore follow these God-given principles of adjusting dif¬ 
ferences and solving problems, which are sure to rise. 
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a. Think pure thoughts. Philippians 4:8. 

b. Honor your marriage vows. Matthew 19:6; Ex¬ 
odus 20:14. 

c. Never allow resentments and anger to grow. 
Ephesians 4:32, 26, 27. 

d. Make Christ the head of your home. Proverbs 
3:6; John 12:32; Psalm 127:1. 

e. Establish a family altar of prayer; remember 
that the family that prays together stays together. 
Luke 18:1; James 1:5; 5:16. 

f. Counsel together, plan and decide together, 
deferring to each other on all important matters, in¬ 
cluding finances. Proverbs 26:12; 1 Corinthians 13:4, 
5; Proverbs 22:29; 13:18. 

g. Trust each other and respect each other’s per¬ 
sonal rights, interests, and privileges. Isaiah 11:13 
(last part); Matthew 7:12; 6:14, 15. 

h. Never employ harsh words, or nag or criticize 
each other, or listen to criticisms about each other. 
Matthew 7:3; Colossians 3:19; Proverbs 21:19; 15:1. 

i. Remember: Love, and not divorce, is the an¬ 
swer to matrimonial problems. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 
Matthew 19:6, 9; Ephesians 5:22, 25-31. 

May a Christian person remarry when the 
husband has left home and cannot be located 
after years of searching? 

In Scripture two reasons are given that indicate 
when remarriage is permissible: First, after securing 
a divorce when one’s mate is proved guilty of adultery 
or fornication (Matthew 5:32; 19:9), and second, after 
the death of one’s mate. See Romans 7:2, 3; 1 Corin¬ 
thians 7:39. 

Some Christian churches have permitted remar- 
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riage when in times of war a husband pronounced 
"missing in action” is presumed to be dead after a 
reasonable lapse of time and a thorough search. 

Should a person who has joined the church re¬ 
main with an unbelieving mate when discord re¬ 
sults because one has become a Christian? 

Read carefully 1 Corinthians 7:10-16. The Scrip¬ 
tures urge the believing companion, in such circum¬ 
stances, to work hard at making the marriage stick, 
trying to win the other to Christ by a godly example, 
and to hold the home together, if possible, especially 
when there are children in the family, and not to seek 
a divorce. Yet the Christian who finds it necessary to 
depart must remain chaste and unmarried, or be re¬ 
conciled to the former partner. 

Of course, if the unbelieving partner violates the 
marriage vow, that is another case entirely. See Mat¬ 
thew 19:9. 

Will you please explain to me at what age one 
should marry, and if there is anything in 
Scripture saying that if a woman is older than the 
man, they should not be married? 

There is no teaching in Scripture assigning an age 
limit for matrimony, nor is there any statement that 
the man must be the older party when he marries. 
And although there are instances appearing where 
the woman doubtless was the older (see Genesis 
38:11), customarily the man is usually the older by 
several years. See also Genesis 17:17. 

There are sound social, biological, and emotional 
reasons that tend to suggest that the male should be 



MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


107 


older than the female at the time of marriage, and 
anyone who contemplates marriage would do well to 
inquire into these factors carefully before taking the 
marital vows. 

Generally speaking, when a person is mature 
enough to retain a good job in support of a family, is 
emotionally and spiritually prepared to direct a suc¬ 
cessful home life, and is capable of accepting the 
responsibilities and usages of adulthood, he is ready 
to marry. 

If a woman marries and later finds that she 
does not love her husband, and finds little fulfill¬ 
ment in her married life, what counsel would you 
give? 

Marriage is one of the most honorable experiences 
in which clean-minded, sober, and mature persons 
can engage. But far too many young people eagerly 
attempt to make it a dream world, only to discover 
that they are having a continuous nightmare. 

But once a marriage is contracted, both the law of 
the land and the law of God make it seriously 
binding. There is no easy way out. 

Then how to make a go of it? For the Christian, 
begin by taking your problems to God in prayer. God 
promises to help in any life situation if we are re¬ 
signed to do His will. John 14:13-15. 

Work hard at doing the things that you know 
bring happiness to each other. Love grows and flour¬ 
ishes when so cultivated. The family that prays to¬ 
gether, and plays together, and worships together, 
grows in love and stays together. 

Establish a family altar; develop a program of 
evenings out together; remember each other’s 
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birthday and share gifts on these occasions. Do things 
together. Work hard at oneness in your planning, rec¬ 
reations, personal improvement, interests, and the 
like, and you will probably discover that before you 
realize it love has matured and deepened. 

I am aware of the physical and mental dan¬ 
gers that are encountered when blood relatives 
marry, but is there anything in Scripture forbid¬ 
ding such a union, say of brother and sister, or 
cousins? 

Up to and including the times of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, records show that marriages between close 
kin were fairly common. Abraham was wedded to his 
half sister (Genesis 20:12), and his brother, Nahor, to 
his niece (chapter 11:27, 29). 

It is worthy of note, however, that later when God 
gave Israel laws to govern them when they were set¬ 
tled in Canaan as a nation, marriage between such 
blood relatives was forbidden. See Leviticus 18:6-17. 

Since common-law living together is on the in¬ 
crease, and trial marriages are being encouraged 
in some circles, I should like to know what, if any¬ 
thing, the Bible has to say on such practices? 

Common-law living and trial marriages are both 
immoral. They are even unlawful in many States and 
are punishable by fines and imprisonment. All immo¬ 
rality is seriously anti-Christian and is forbidden in 
Scripture. Persons who intend to share the rewards of 
Christianity are well advised to ponder the following 
scriptures: 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; 1 Thessalonians 
4:3-7; Romans 1:18-32. 
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When one is involved in common-law living at the 
time he accepts the Lord, he must clear up his past by 
confessions to God and by conforming his marriage to 
meet both moral and legal standards. Thereafter the 
Lord urges, "Go, and sin no more.” Compare Romans 
3:25; Ephesians 4:21-24; 1 John 1:9; John 8:10, 11. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE TITHE 


I have court custody of three nieces and receive 
a monthly check from the welfare organization of 
our city for their upkeep. Should this money be 
tithed? 

The tithe, a tenth of one’s income, is the Lord’s. 
Leviticus 22:30. But long before the Jewish law Abra¬ 
ham and Jacob tithed. Hebrews 7:1, 2; Genesis 
28:22. 

The tithe is to be computed on the increase of 
one’s labor, services, and investments of whatever na¬ 
ture. See Leviticus 27:30-34; Malachi 3. 

If you charge for keeping the girls and take that 
amount from the welfare check, that portion is your 
income and you should tithe it. If no charge is made, 
then you are obligated to use all for the girls, as the 
donor specifies; it is theirs, not yours. When gifts of 
money are made and the giver tells how he wants it 
used, such gifts are not necessarily subject to be 
tithed, for they are not covered under the Biblical in¬ 
structions about the tithe. 

However, a person who sincerely loves the Lord 
may find it in his heart to express his appreciation to 
God for His goodness by doing even more than he 
may feel obliged to do. 

I recently became a widow and I and my chil¬ 
dren receive many gifts from friends and well- 
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wishers. My boys work at a store where they are 
given so much foodstuff at times that we cannot 
use all of it, so we share it with neighbors. I am 
troubled to know how to pay tithe on this food¬ 
stuff. Will you please tell me how to tithe this kind 
of increase? 

The tithe is based upon income—remuneration 
from labor, wages, investments, produce, and goods 
arising from these. Gifts have values beyond the 
prices paid for them, values of sentiment, love and 
affection, et cetera, which though these are intan¬ 
gible, make even trifles priceless to their possessor. 
For these reasons gifts are ordinarily not subject to 
the tithe, unless a cash gift might be considered a 
form of income if you were not told how the money 
was to be used. If you were given money to buy shoes 
for your children, your first obligation would be to 
buy those shoes; and if any cash remained after that 
purchase, you might tithe what was left, if you 
wished. But if your children were given shoes and not 
cash, you did not work for the shoes; they were gifts 
of love and appreciation, and who can measure the 
value of such gifts and tithe them? When you guess 
at values, or estimate them, you are never sure of cor¬ 
rectness, hence such tithe is guesswork also. A true 
tithe is a correct tenth of the increase, or income, but 
if you must guess at the value, you will want to show 
your love for God rather than try to put in as little 
tithe as possible. 

When goods are received in exchange for labor or 
investment, then they should be tithed according to 
their fair market value, as farmers often do, and as 
the Hebrews did of old. See Leviticus 27:30-33; Num¬ 
bers 18:21; Nehemiah 10:37, 38. 
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Should the tithe ever be used for church build¬ 
ing or general church expenses? 

There is no record in Scripture showing that the 
tithe was ever used for church building or general 
church expenses. Funds for these purposes came from 
gifts that the people freely offered. Exodus 25:1-8; 
1 Chronicles 29:2-9; Ezra 2:68, 69. 

The tithe was designated for the Levites, who 
served in the house of God. See Numbers 18:21, 24. 
That is equivalent to the support of the Christian min¬ 
istry. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

DEATH, SOUL, 

AND SPIRIT 

When the soul departs from the body is it not 
true that it goes to heaven and Paradise? And if 
it does go to heaven at death, must it not return to 
that body at the resurrection? Please clear this up 
for me, with my thanks. 

The Scriptures do not teach that the soul sepa¬ 
rates from the body at death or that it lives on and 
goes to heaven when human life expires. An under¬ 
standing of what the soul really is shows why this 
concept cannot be true. 

At the Creation the lifeless creature that God made 
from the "dust of the ground” was called "man.” Gen¬ 
esis 2:7. That lifeless man "became a living soul” 
only after God "breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life.” The soul, then, is a living being—any living 
thing that is composed of a body and the breath of life. 
A soul cannot exist unless body and breath are com¬ 
bined. And when the breath leaves the body the soul 
dies, whether it be man or other living creatures. See 
Ezekiel 18:4, 20; Revelation 16:3. So to say that the 
soul departs from the body at death as a separate en¬ 
tity or existence that does not die is entirely untrue 
and finds no support in Scripture. 

It must also follow that at the resurrection the 
soul does not return to the body; instead, the breath re¬ 
turns and is united with man’s reconstructed body, 
and again man becomes a living soul, either to be 
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taken to heaven with God or to be destroyed in the 
flames of hell. See John 5:28, 29. 

Many teach that man has an immortal soul 
that is not subject to death. Yet I read in Ezekiel 
18:4 and 20 that "the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die." How, then, do you harmonize the teachings 
of the immortalists with Ezekiel's pronounce¬ 
ments? 

Nowhere in Scripture does one read that the soul 
is immortal or that any created being upon the earth 
has an immortal soul. For since the day sin entered 
the human family, all men are mortal, subject to 
death. Compare Genesis 3:19, last part, with Romans 
5:12; Job 4:17; Revelation 16:3. 

Indeed it is the teaching of Scripture that the 
Godhead "only hath immortality” (1 Timothy 6:16); 
that immortality is brought "to light through the gos¬ 
pel” (2 Timothy 1:10); that it is the privilege of every 
man to "seek for . . . immortality” (Romans 2:7) 
through belief in the Lord and full acceptance of His 
gospel; and finally, that at the resurrection of the just, 
redeemed men will "put on immortality” (1 Corin¬ 
thians 15:52-54). 

Obviously, then, no man in this present life pos¬ 
sesses immortality. Yet it is the enviable privilege 
of everyone who accepts Christ as his Saviour to an¬ 
ticipate this enduring honor when our Lord returns. 
See 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18. 

Is it not true that when a little child dies he 
becomes an angel and goes to heaven? A new min¬ 
ister in our community is telling people that all of 
the dead must wait in the grave for a resurrec- 
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tion. Please tell me what the Bible says on this 
matter. 

Angels and men are entirely different orders of 
created beings. Angels are spirit beings and were 
created before man was. By their natures and in their 
ministry they reveal powers and capabilities far su¬ 
perior to those of men. Compare Hebrews 1:7, 13, 14; 
Job 38:4-7; 2 Corinthians 11:14, 15. 

Man was made "a little lower than the angels,” 
was made of flesh and blood, and is often ministered 
unto by angels at Heaven’s direction. See Hebrews 
2:6, 7, 14; 1:13, 14. 

It is also true that young and old alike go to their 
graves at death, and there they await their resur¬ 
rection at the call of the Life-giver. See Job 14:10, 
12-14, 17:13; John 5:28, 29; 11:11-13. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

SPIRITUALISM 
AND WITCHCRAFT 

I was afraid of spirits until through a medium I 
got in touch with my mother's spirit, and now I 
enjoy talking with her spirit often. Friends tell me 
I am doing wrong and they say the Bible speaks 
against such things. But I wonder whether that is 
correct? Didn't King Saul speak to Samuel's 
spirit? 

Your friends are attempting to save you from a 
most dangerous deception. Indeed our Bibles tell us 
that the dead cannot communicate with the living. 
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6. But fallen angels, called "seducing 
spirits,” who have powers to transform themselves 
into the appearances of the dead, will do so whenever 
it is convenient to deceive and destroy a servant of 
God. See 1 Timothy 4:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 11:14, 15; 
compare Revelation 16:13, 14. 

It was not the dead prophet Samuel, but a "fa¬ 
miliar spirit” who talked with King Saul. See 1 
Chronicles 10:13, 14. A woman who was a witch and 
an agent of Satan was the medium. 1 Samuel 28:7-10. 
If the Lord refused to speak with Saul because of his 
disobedience, can we suppose that He would call up 
His dead servant Samuel to appear at a witch’s cave 
upon the request of a servant of Satan, to speak with 
an evil man whom He had rejected? This is not God’s 
way of doing things. 

God’s children are forbidden to consult with 
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agents of Satan. King Saul died because of his disobe¬ 
dience, and Satan’s lying spirit impersonating Samuel 
rejoiced to tell Saul of his coming doom. 1 Samuel 
28:16-19; see Isaiah 8:19, 20; Deuteronomy 18:10-12. 

Where I live, many people believe in conjurers, 
charms, and various fetishes. They carry some in 
small bags, or wear them around the neck, wrist, or 
ankle, believing that these protect from evil spir¬ 
its and conjurers. Does the Bible speak of this? 

The Bible does speak of charmers, diviners, necro¬ 
mancers, wizards, and consulters with "familiar 
spirits,” et cetera (Deuteronomy 18:9-12; Daniel 2:1, 
2), and these fall into the same general class as the 
fetishes and charmers to which you refer. In many 
lands people still consult witch doctors, fortune tell¬ 
ers, mediums, and kindred occultists, and some know 
that they are in contact with supernatural powers. 

Anciently the Lord sought to rid Israel of these 
evils. Leviticus 20:27; Exodus 22:18. His people were 
commanded to have no associations or consultations 
with those of the nations about them. Exodus 20:6, 
20; Leviticus 17:7. 

Material trinkets and charms in and of them¬ 
selves are powerless and inconsequential. But Chris¬ 
tians need seriously to arm themselves against the 
evils that these objects symbolize. For indeed unto 
this day "we wrestle not against flesh and blood [mere 
men and material things], but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” Compare Ephesians 6:10, 12; 2 Corinthians 
11:13-15. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

RELIGION AND THE 
HUMAN BODY 

My neighbor is almost a health fanatic, and 
he says for religious reasons. Really what have 
health principles to do with religion? 

While health is generally related to one’s physical 
well-being and religion is essentially a spiritual 
matter, man’s spiritual nature, body, and mind are so 
intimately related that what affects one influences 
the other. See 1 Thessalonians 5:23. And since true 
health principles and spiritual laws are both God 
given, and since man’s body is expected to be pre¬ 
served as an undefiled temple for the indwelling of 
the Divine Spirit, godly men need to guard their 
health seriously and religiously, as they do their souls 
and spirits. See Exodus 23:25; Deuteronomy 6:24; 
compare 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 and 6:19, 20. 

A defiled and diseased body is as undesirable in 
God’s children as is hypocrisy in their religious lives. 
Compare 1 Corinthians 10:31; John 10:10. Hence the 
wish is expressed in Scripture that Christians 
"prosper and be in health, even as thy soul pros- 
pereth.” 3 John 2. 

A pamphlet I read urges a return to the diet 
God gave man at Creation. The pamphlet urges 
all to become vegetarians and eat only fish if meat 
must be eaten. What was the original diet, and 
what about fish in the diet? 
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Man’s original diet consisted of fruits, grains, 
nuts, and vegetables. Genesis 2:8. Flesh foods were 
added after the Flood destroyed fruit and nut trees 
from the earth. Genesis 9:2-5; Leviticus 7:22-27; 
chapter 11. The original vegetarian diet is still the 
best for health’s sake, not only because it is quite 
generally free from the poisons and diseases found in 
the flesh of most animals men eat but because the vi¬ 
tamins and mineral substances so abundantly stored 
in vegetables, fruits, and grains are superbly suited 
for the best development and sustenance of our 
bodies. 

But if circumstances arise that make flesh eating 
a necessity, then carefully selected clean flesh is pre¬ 
ferred, and deep-sea fish, since these are presumably 
less likely to be contaminated by disease, filth and 
pollutants. However, even ocean fish have been found 
to carry poisonous pollutants. 

To distinguish between clean and unclean in ani¬ 
mals and fish, please read Leviticus 11:5-12 and Deu¬ 
teronomy 14:1-21. 

I know that the Old Testament says that some 
of the animals we eat are unclean. But does not 
the command to Peter to slay and eat the animals 
seen in his vision show that all animals are now 
clean and may he eaten by New Testament Chris¬ 
tians? 

There is nothing in the Old or the New Testament 
to show that unclean animals have been cleansed, no 
not even the vision given to the apostle Peter. In fact, 
the apostle quickly discovered that his vision did not 
refer to foods at all, but to people instead. 

This surprised disciple of Christ was made to real- 
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ize that no race of men was to be thought of as un¬ 
clean and unwelcomed, as the Jews believed, merely 
because they were not Israelites! And when Cornelius 
was told by the Lord to send messengers to the 
apostle, they would not have been received by Peter, a 
Jew, if God had not prepared the way by that vision. 
Hebrew prejudice was fierce, like much of the same 
today. But when prejudiced Peter understood God’s 
purpose in giving that vision, he went to Cornelius, 
treated him as a brother, and put his host at ease 
with the words, "God hath shewed me that I should 
not call any man common or unclean.” Acts 10:28. 

Even when fellow Jews chided Peter for going as a 
guest into a Gentile house and eating with them, they 
"glorified God” when they heard the story of that vi¬ 
sion and understood that by God’s grace even Gentiles 
could become brothers in Christ. Read Acts 11:1-18. 
Meantime, forget it not, unclean foods are still unfit 
for food until the end of time. 

Was not the law of clean and unclean meats a 
part of the ceremonial law that died at the cross? 
And is it not true that Christians are no longer 
under those laws? 

It is true that the ceremonial laws expired at the 
cross and are therefore no longer binding upon Chris¬ 
tians as laws, as Colossians 2:14 shows. It is also true 
that the ceremonial law did not make animals clean 
or unclean for food. That law simply restated the con¬ 
ditions existing in those animals since their creation. 

Cleanness and uncleanness reside in the nature of 
those creatures as the Creator ordained, and nothing 
is recorded in Scripture to show that the nature of 
those creatures, or their fitness for food, has changed 
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since Creation. On the contrary, the same cleanness 
and uncleanness noted when they entered the ark 
that Noah made, were in existence in New Testament 
times, and again in the end of the age. Please com¬ 
pare Genesis 7:1, 2; Acts 10:9-16. 

Does the Bible have anything to say about ex¬ 
treme forms of dress (and undress!), such as snug- 
fitting pants, low necklines, and short miniskirts 
that are so freely worn today? 

Apparently appropriate dress has posed a problem 
almost ever since the entry of sin. After their Fall, 
Adam and his wife outfitted themselves with "aprons” 
made of "fig leaves.” Genesis 3:7. But God made them 
"coats of skins, and clothed them.” Verse 21. 

So-called "haughty” women of old bedecked them¬ 
selves with all manner of jewelry and ornamentation. 
Isaiah 3:16-24. Harlots were identified by their "at¬ 
tire” and make-up. Genesis 38:15; Proverbs 7:10; 2 
Kings 9:30. At times these and their male counter¬ 
parts went to the extreme of exchanging clothing— 
men wearing the clothing of women, and women 
men’s garments, in order the more easily to disguise 
their vile misconduct. Among the Hebrews this prac¬ 
tice was strictly forbidden. See Deuteronomy 22:5. 
Christians will avoid all extremes in dress and be 
identified by modesty and sobriety in their apparel. 
See 1 Peter 3:1-5; 1 Timothy 2:9, 10. 

One’s clothing is a revelation of the character of 
the wearer. Even at work and play a woman will 
avoid tight-fitting garments, extremely short skirts, 
and plunging necklines. These are suggestive of low 
morals, and invite the attention of people of similar 
morals. 
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I have heard that it is wrong to use hot irons 
and chemicals to straighten one's hair or to apply 
chemical coloring on it. If these things are true, 
will you please give me Bible proof. 

Straightening and coloring the hair as practiced 
today are relatively new, and neither is mentioned in 
Scripture. But bizarre and exotic extremes in hair 
styling are about as ancient as hair. Some such styles 
are referred to in Isaiah 3:12, 24; 1 Peter 3:1-5; and 1 
Timothy 2:9, 10. Christians do well to shun all ex¬ 
tremes in personal adornment, including hair styling. 

On the other hand, to present one’s person, includ¬ 
ing his hair, in a manner to show interested care and 
good taste instead of a slovenly appearance of neglect, 
can hardly be called extreme. With concerned Chris¬ 
tians, personal good grooming is a part of good reli¬ 
gion. Extremes, including neglect, are vanity. 

Should Christians wear make-up f such as 
arched eyebrows, mascara, beauty spots, paints, et 
cetera? Please give scripture. 

Good grooming is a part of Christianity, for the 
Christian’s body as well as personal appearance must 
reflect that he belongs to Christ, whose Spirit is to 
find in him a suitable dwelling. See 1 Corinthians 
6:19, 20; 2 Corinthians 5:16-18; 1 Corinthians 10:31. 

For the Christian, good grooming requires that his 
apparel and general appearance be free from ex¬ 
cesses, extravagance, extremes, and the desire to 
show off; that he should always appear modest, natu¬ 
rally pleasing, tidy, and otherwise socially acceptable. 
The excesses of make-up such as you mention would 
hardly be considered even reasonably modest. Read 1 
Timothy 2:9, 10; 1 Peter 3:3-5. 
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Does 1 Peter 3:3, 4 mean that it is a sin to ivear 
such things as gold rings, pins, and earrings? 

Gold, silver, and precious stones are not wrong 
and sinful in themselves, for the Bible tells us that 
these precious things will adorn the New Jerusalem. 
Rightly used, they can add to one’s joy and happiness. 
If they are present in the future life, surely their 
proper use can hardly be said to be sinful here. Cer¬ 
tainly the sin does not reside in these valuables them¬ 
selves. See Revelation 21. 

The sin, if any, lies in an inordinate desire for 
them and in the false pride of personal adornment in 
wearing them. Instead, the Christian will adorn his 
life with the graces of Christ’s Spirit. Peter’s state¬ 
ment suggests that a life adorned with modesty, so¬ 
briety, and a sense of humility—so sadly lacking in 
the nominal Christian—is much to be preferred above 
gold or silver and costly array. 

Again, most Christians can ill afford the expense 
of purchasing precious metals and stones. Money is a 
gift of God. It should be used to meet real needs. If 
one has more than he actually needs, why not use it 
to do good to others and to help them find Christ? The 
apostle Paul joins Peter in requesting that Christians 
dress modestly and simply. See 1 Timothy 2:9, 10. 



Bible Answers to Your Questions About 

THE JUDGMENT 


We have often heard that everyone must meet 
God in the judgment for himself and that none 
can stand as a substitute for another at that time. 
Really, just what does the Bible teach about a 
judgment? 

In Scripture three major aspects of the judgment 
are given. The first is revealed as a judgment of in¬ 
vestigation, in which the lives of professed Christians 
come in review before a heavenly tribunal, and in 
which awards for faithful men are decided. A picture 
of this investigative judgment is given in Daniel 
7:9-11. 

The second aspect of this judgment develops when 
the rewards decided upon in the judgment of investi¬ 
gation are actually delivered to redeemed men upon 
the Lord’s return. At this return immortal life begins 
and the saved are taken to heaven. Matthew 16:27; 1 
Corinthians 15:51-57; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18; John 
14:2, 3. 

A third and final aspect of the judgment material¬ 
izes when fallen angels and unrepentant men are re¬ 
warded for their disobedience and sins. 2 Peter 2:4, 9; 
1 Corinthians 6:2, 3; Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; Revela¬ 
tion 20:13-15; Malachi 4:1. 

The bases on which all lives are judged are, first, 
acceptance of the Lord Christ as Saviour and Re¬ 
deemer; and second, loving obedience to His ten-com- 
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mandment law and general Christian requirements. 
See John 3:16-21; Ecclestiastes 12:13, 14; James 2:8- 
12; Revelation 22:12-14. 

I read in my Bible that "the Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son.” Will you please explain this to me and show 
just what part Christ plays in the judgment? 

The picture of the judgment given in Daniel 7:8- 
11 indicates that the "Ancient of days," who is the 
Father, presides over the procedures of the judgment. 
In the text you quote, the Lord Christ tells us that the 
actual work of reviewing the lives of His people and 
of deciding what rewards they shall receive has been 
committed unto Him by the Father. God judges us 
through Christ. John 5:22; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:16. 

This is a most wonderful arrangement, showing 
the Father’s great love and consideration for man¬ 
kind. He desires that our best friend, the Lord Christ, 
who has tasted sin’s wrath as we have (Hebrews 
4:15), who paid with His life for our sins (Romans 
5:10), and who is our Advocate before the Father (Ro¬ 
mans 8:34; 1 John 2:1), will also at last become our 
sympathetic and understanding judge. See 2 Corin¬ 
thians 5:10; Revelation 3:5; 22:12. 

Happy indeed is that person whose best friend will 
be his final judge! Our blessed Lord has become our 
judge because as the "Son of man” who lived in the 
environment of sin, as we must live, He knows just 
how much we have had to bear! John 5:26, 27. Praise 
God, His judgment will be sympathetic and fair! 

When are men to be judged—at death or at 
the end of the age? 
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Since the Lord returns with rewards for the faith¬ 
ful at the end of time, the judgment that decides the 
rewards each is to receive must precede His return. 

Anciently when the Lord taught the Israelites the 
plan of salvation and the meaning of the judgment, 
He had Moses set up a sanctuary on earth. He com¬ 
manded Moses to erect this after the "pattern” and 
plan of one already existing in heaven. See Exodus 
25:8, 9. 

Daily the Israelites brought their offerings to this 
earthly sanctuary and there confessed their sins, 
which the priests presented before the Lord. 

Once a year on the tenth day of the seventh month 
a great general atonement was made for the sins of 
everyone; people, priests, and sanctuary alike were 
cleansed of sins, and all confessed sins were removed 
from the sanctuary. See Hebrews 9:7, 8; Leviticus 16. 

The counterpart of this great general day of 
atonement is the "investigative” judgment that is 
going on now in heaven, according to Hebrews 8:1-3 
and 9:23-28. 

The great day of the investigative judgment in 
heaven was begun when the Lord Christ entered the 
"most holy place” in the sanctuary in heaven to begin 
a review of the records of sins and confessions re¬ 
corded in the books there. According to Daniel 8:14, 
this heavenly work of judgment and investigation 
began when the great prophetic period of 2300 day- 
years ended in 1844. It was at that time also that the 
judgment-hour message of Revelation 14:6-12 was to 
be given to all the nations of earth. 

The earthly work of atonement and cleansing of 
sin took only one day, but the judgment-hour message 
has been preached for more than a hundred years. 
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And the Lord has promised that when this ever¬ 
lasting gospel has been given to all the world, then 
the end will come. Compare Matthew 24:14 and Reve¬ 
lation 14:6-12. 

In a relatively few areas of this small planet has 
Christ’s final message of mercy not yet been heard. 
This tells us that the last human record has not yet 
been investigated and also that the judgment is 
nearly finished. Furthermore, Christ’s coming and the 
end of the world are close at hand. It is time for all of 
us to make true confessions, to live righteously, and 
to prepare earnestly to meet our soon-coming Lord. 
See 2 Peter 3:9-14. 

I would like to know just what it is we Chris¬ 
tians must do in order to stand our individual 
test in the judgment? Please give Scripture an¬ 
swers. 

Christians are awarded eternal salvation only be¬ 
cause they have repented and by faith accepted the 
Lord Christ who offers them pardoning grace. Ephe¬ 
sians 2:5, 8. But true faith is not a blind and inactive 
faith. A living, saving faith reaches out to seize the 
promises of the Lord, and acts upon every request He 
makes of His disciples. 

Since our Saviour and best Friend is also to be¬ 
come our Judge (John 5:22)— 

1. We invite Him to abide in our lives and enable 
us to do His will. John 15:5; Revelation 3:20. 

2. We promptly act to render cheerful obedience 
to His every requirement. John 15:10, 14. 

3. We maintain that friendship with Him by daily 
prayer and study of His Word. Matthew 26:41; John 
5:39. 
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4. We act upon His judgment-hour message. Rev¬ 
elation 14:6-12. 

5. We boldly confess Him before men and faith¬ 
fully witness for Him daily. Matthew 10:32, 33; Acts 
1:8; John 7:38, 39. 

6. We respond obediently to His every command 
and duty. Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. 

7. He supplies overcomer’s power and assures our 
salvation. Philippians 4:13; Revelation 3:5. 

8. In the judgment we are justified. Revelation 
22:10-17. 



